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 Mr. Blair has so well put before you already—72 percent of the gradu-
ating nurses were from ‘diploma schools.” We have these figures in -

- our exhibit IT, ‘ i N i R

~ Despite decreasing enrollments, accredited diploma schools will

- need continuing assistance for some time to come to make their needed

- contribution to the nurse supply. , '

We favor, third, the removal of the statutory ceiling on formula
- grants, special project improvement grants (sec. 211), and nurse
teacher traineeships (sec. 221), and the increase in maximum annual
‘loans to students, together with the more liberal provisions for the can-
cellation of those loans (sec. 222). It there should be need to limit funds
- appropriated for loans in this year of tightening budgets, we urge that
priority be given to graduate students in order to insure the leadership
essential for the best education and utilization of the current and future
- nurse supply. o ‘ ~ IE < ;
My organization must, however, respectfully object to the insertion
of the phrase “or by a State agency,” in Part D “Definition of Accredi-
" tation,” section 231. We raice our objection for two reasons:
~ First, the specific meaning of “State agency” is unclear and could
~conceivably refer either to a State board of education, State board of
nursing, or some other State agency. : AT S
- Second, standards set by such State agencies as boards of nursing
© vary widely from State to otate; these standards are, i any case, aimed
at minimum acceptable achievement rather than at excellence in edyca.-
_ tional preparation. e . z ' VRIS
~ Inraising this objection, Mr. Chairman, T am speaking: particularly
“for the 1,043 schools of nursing ‘included in the membership:of the
National Teague for N ursing. 1 am:also’endorsing the testimony of
the American Nurses Association n its support of national aceredita-
tion as the basis on whieh a nursing education program should be
declared eligible to receive Federal funds under the Health Manpower
“Actof1968. U e e e
~ These 1,043 schools represent"i’~ngfever‘3rveons‘i‘;iﬁtufeﬁey in the United
States have joined together voluntarily through the mechanism of the

high standards. i F AL T
~The nursing school ‘members of our -organization ‘participate in

voluntary acereditation through the league a‘s:one,,meauns*o«ffimproving
their own education programs and, at the same time, stimulating all
schools to similar self-imprommevn;_teffonts. St e ey [ESDT
_Their belief in 'accr’editatii)ﬁ‘zis‘«-nb-t's‘limi’te»d ‘to nursing education.
- They are applying what the former ‘eXée‘mtiVé‘@di'rectdljidf ‘the National
Commission on Accrediting, “William K. "Selden; has deseribed as
society’s call “for imagination and enlightened initiative in the estab-
lishment and enforcement of academic standards . s T
~ Indoing so, nursing schools assume résponsibility fc self-evaluation
and voluntarily submit themselves to judgment by their peers. Stand-
ards of educational excellence are developed'’ and maintairned in ‘this
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