199 o |

; ot all the students in schools preparing reg-
1stered nurses (exhibit No.II). DL atel e L T

ra‘duates‘:of;nationally accredited nursing programs show better
results on ‘their State licensureﬁexaminations ,t,han;.those'from non-
accredited programs, During the past 5 years, the proportion of fail-
ures for graduates of nonaccredited programs was approximately twice
that for graduates of accredited programs (exhibit No. V. I). .

The State licensure examination, which is the same across the cour-
try, must be passed before a nursing graduate has the legal right to
bractice as a registered nurse, s R

Nursing schools were quick to respond to the challenge of the Nurse
Training Act of 1964, with its provisions that Federal tunds should

be made available to nationally accredited: schools or to schools with

reasonable assurance of meeting the‘cﬁteria*fon ria,ti@nal"accfe?d{ijtjatidn.'x;

Reasonable assurance is the method by which Scliools with the po-
- tential for developing quality nursing programs can become eligible

for funds to help them attain the high standards required for full

accreditation. Through NL.N, ‘schools ‘set in mb’tidﬁ’nevvj*prkoeedfubrjes

' grams enroll 75 percent o

-which applied, were granted reasonable’ assurance by N
253, 104 are now tully accredited by the NLN, and
applied for national accreditation (exhibit No, 1V
an aside, I think the time Involved in this makes
phenomenal, - e SRR
This same flexibility guides the league in its reactions to the many
factors affecting both education and nursing today. Under g recent
: , the N. ational Commission on Accrediting recognized the =

league “to engage in rareed to eligibility determination procedureq
funding (of associate degree: Pbrograms) in cooperation

with the regional accrediting associations” as well as to grant formal -
program accfeditaﬂﬁii)nfto‘-assdcia;‘te:degfeé;p«r()grams‘ “s‘eek‘in'g‘«’speéi'a&li’“zedj i

accreditation from NIN. To date, the six brograms which have -

and increasing the numbers of qualified’ graduates can best be met.
Pprotection for patients, since they will benefit
from higher standards of nursing care, - G R
I have been speaking not only as president of the National League '
for Nursing, but as an American citizen—a, member of the vast general
bublic in whose hands, ultimately, rests the responsibility for patient

care in this geat Nation. On behalf of jal}l,ygrur'iconst, tuents, ,incl';udiim_gt ;

each individual and agency member of the Nationa] League for Nurs. =
ing, T call upon the Congress to see that funds requested under this

Health Manpower Act are expended in a way that will guarantee qual-

ity patient care, This can be achieved best, by making nationa] aceredi-

Ing such standards, the basio aim of strengthening nursing education




