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Accreditation has been called a way: of life a.inAAmerica;nyaedueation;lSo-, too, it
is in nu‘rs‘insg,edueaationeaecreditatiﬂn; by the National League for Nursing. S
NLN accredits programs of study in nursing offered by senior colléges and uni~:
versities, junior and eommunity,college’.‘s;hosxﬁtasl's and independent: schools, and
vocational and other gecondary schools. NLN's &écrerditationcservices" are designed
to. stimulate schools to improve their mursing: programs and to provide amark of ' -
recognition for those. which meeztcerfsain{(maﬁtative etiteria, 0 b NS

ACCREDITATION AS A PUBLIC SERVICE 177

Accreditation is a public service é‘s"v&é’liya}slaiseiiiziéte;xtlo ﬁedﬁéifitibna.{ institutions. .
offering programs in nursing, One of its purposes isg to provide the public with well:

prepared nurses. It serves as an aid, too, to students; parents, and counselors
evalunatin;g:-schools and in selecting nursing education programs; It.provides &
yardstick by which both tax funds and voluntary contributions can be channeled ;.
into  high .quality. education. It assures the. community that a..school- has &
competent faculty and administration, that its curriculum; meets the standards;
pursing school faculty themselves know are good and attainable, and .that -the
educational experience will bea profitable one for the student.

Coimunity groups of many kinds are concerned about nursing education and
involved in developing new educational resources for nursing. National accredi-
tation makes guidlines to quality in nursingféducation»avail‘abl‘e to community
planning groups. ' : o Eat R R

ACCREDITATION AS A SERVICE TO ‘NURSING SCHOOLS

Nursing schools have ralliéd to national acereditation since the inception of
the program in 19482, The‘signiﬁcan'ce of ‘t’h_is'Snlppdrt is heightened by the fact
that national accreditation is voluntary—a school seeks NLN acereditation of its
program of study because of the values acereditation holds for the school. R
National recognition is one of these. Another is the oppO:rtunity a nursing school
faculty, going through the acefreditation process; has to participate in its own

evaluation of the school and to plan and execute changes that will improve the
program. ‘As a rule, accredited programs in nursing find it easier to attract quali-
fied faculty and students than do nonaccredited programs. Their graduates cus-

tomarily score higher on state board examinations to become licensed to practice
as nurses than do the graduates of vnon-a‘ccr‘ed,ited programs. Having pational

standards to meet often helps.a school withstand local pressures to initiate or
continue questionable educational practices. ' : B _ -
Acceptance of accreditation as an instrument for improvement stems from
the American tradition to excel, to exceed the minimum' expected. State boards
of nursing approve schools of pursing for the preparation of students qualified.
to take the state'licetnsin‘gvexamina.tion'1;0 practice as nurses. Tle criteria that

must be met for national accreditation are over and above the requirements for
legal recognition within a state, and they are e,st\abli*slhend by the schoo-lshhjem- :
selves. Accreditation in nursing education algo is geared to the n,ﬁtionWide,p’ro-‘ N
grams of acerediting in higher education as ’apprqp,ria’te.4 It is spe,c’ial@'z’ed ac-
creditation, conducted ‘by nurse educators to eyaluate programs of study for the.
purpose of maintaining educational standards in nursing. Thus accreditation .
benefits to a school are penefits also to the profession in improving the practice
of its members. o e R T NP
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1The National League for Nursing is recognized as the national accredifing agency. for
pursing education by : the National Commission on Accreditingf—for'ba‘chemrs‘and masters
degree programs in nursing ; the United States Commissioner of Bducation—for all nuarsing
education programs ; the American Nurses ‘Association—for: all nursing education: pro-
grams ; and the National Federation of Licensed Practical Nurses—for pr_actical;nursing-
programs. ’ ‘ o

2The National Nursing Accrediting Service was established in 1948 to unify the se arate
accrediting activities of geveral national organizations concerned with accreditation in
nursing. When the National League for Nursing was formed in 1952, the National Nursing
Accrediting 'Service became one of the seven national services, cpmmmteeg;,‘and organizations
which merged to form the new organization. Nursing acerediting activities were then cen-

tered in NLN.



