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tuberculosis and brucellosis, are communicable to man. ;Veteri‘nary:service and
counsel -on’ animal ‘health -problems is < supplied mainly by .the: farm animal
"~ practitioner.- R AR G e e BTy
- Veterinarians ‘are currently ‘responsible for .the health of 108.5 million -cattle, -
‘51 million hogs, 24 million sSheep, 435 million poultry, and 31 million horses, The
- combined inventory -and-produetion value of the Nation’s 1iVes‘t()ck; was 41 billien
. dolars ag of January 1, 1%7'(U.S.D;A.resltimatef).; PR e e ,
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- The veterinarian who concerns himself with the disedases of pets and pleasure

- animals enhances the emotional weéll-being:of ‘their: owners: ‘Moreover, he pros
~tects man against diseases  transmissible ;from;»spe»t;,;_ammals,a;mch‘_ as -rabies,
leptospirosis, bacterial diarrhea, ringworm, staphylococcosis, and psittacosis. The
steadily increas_ing«number of pet animals Aattests to their popularity and.to the
pleasure they provide. The maintenance. of their health is a vital part of the
brofession’s contribution to society. .- e e Lo :
, 2. GOVERNMENT SERVICE .
U.S. Department of Agrioulture TR A
“Veterinarians are: hecessary to. carry out many functions of-state and federal
government agencies in the United States. Veterinarians have been: engaged in
the eradication of Tivestock diseases including those communicable: to: man; since
- 1884 when the Bureau of ‘Animal Industry became a-part-of the United States
kDepartmentongriculft"ure;f‘ o LT D e RS
- Two diseases of particular public health significance, both: of which dare targets
- of a joint eradication effort by U.8.D.A. and ‘the indi‘viduyal»Svtatevs,='arefl¢ub‘er—'
culosis and brucellosis in cattle. Brucellosis in swine is another eradication tap-
get, because it ig amajor gource of human-brucellosis, Successtul elimination of
Dbrucellosis in cattle and swine wi]l not only largely remove the majorsources of
human illness, but will also reduce losses of animals through abortions caused by
the disease, St - ; o e S e
~ Veterinarians working either ‘ag mémbe:fsﬁ“offederal; .and ‘state government

agencies, or ag Drivate practitioners, have been responsible for Teducing losses
to farmers from brucellosis from $00 million in 1947 to'$12.5 million in 1967, As
a result, reported cases of human brucellosis have dropped by 94 percent since
1947, R T Ay LR ~ i
In 1917, tubercolsis affected 1 out of 20 cattle; the disease affécted only 1 in
3,000 in 1967. The death rate for tuberculosis in man in 1917 was 125 per 100,000.
In 1965, it was 4.1 per 100,000. Although the reduction of tuberculosis in cattle ig

Hh-
pulmonary tuberculosis of bovine origin from most of North Q.
. The goal is to eradicate these two diseases completely in animals because until
this is accomplished, people will continue to be ‘vietims of these diseases through
‘contact with infected animals, g LT R
Food Hygiene
- Veterinarians direct meat and poultry inspeetlonl‘p‘rogjrams“for‘federral~
and local governments. This cotntry énjoys the highest: pet ¢apita consum
of meat angd poultry in the world ; ‘approximately 200 pounds: 6f ‘meat
sumed by the average pérson each FAL. . - i e h e e
- In response to ‘the nationwide ‘de‘mand*for}eon‘sur’ner"pmte*et‘ion@ ‘Congress
bassed the Wholesome Meat “Act in 1967 '( Publi¢ Law 90-201) ‘and Congress 'ig
now: considering: bills pertaining to inspection of ‘potltry and poultry inesat pro:

ducts. The above legislation requires hundreds of Veterinarians to imp; ment the

' new program.

Veterinarians participate in food hygiene r@'s'ea%rc-haﬁd advise ani

tation, poultry inspection, and sanitation of food ‘sérvice establishments, Animal
diseases are of publie ‘health signiﬁéanﬁce/‘b;eeause"sofrh‘éﬂ_aré transmissible 'to man
through milk, meat, poultry and other animal food products. Food products may
_ also serve as véhicles of human ‘inféctions, éi«fhely,ft‘yp' oid" fever: diphitheria,
searlet fever, and streptococeal ’infe@tibns.‘f"‘:‘\-""""é EIR S el BEi




