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~Veterinarians are ideally qualified to:select or. control the: reproduction, of
healthy animals for'medieal:vr‘esearch,!torin,s;ure their well being andfhumane
treatment during the holding. period; prior to: condruceting“":experime,msg,_ and to
Provide proper post-experimental care,. .- T e e
~As a result of the passage ‘in 1966 o; - the ‘Laboratory. Animal Welfare Acét—

which' specified “adequate veterinary care” in the faciilties covered by the bill—.

new and heavy demands are being placed on veterinary medicine. to fill positions
for"laboratoryanima,l'speci'alists. ERERRE - S S
© 6.- ZOONOSES ST RN

Zoonoses are infectious diseases of animals which are transmissible to man.’
There are over 100 known (iseases, according to the World Health Organization,
which people can acquire from animals. In the field of zoonoses the veterinarian’
playsa key role on the epidemiologic team. . ST e
“ Rabies, associated with the-bites of rabies infected animals, has been known ‘
and feared since antiquity. Veterinarians have ;blayed a major role in re-
ducing the incidence of rabies. in. domestic animals, with corresponding re-’
duction in human rabies. In fact, 1967 marks the first year in our history with

1o recorded deaths from rabies. However, an ominous developmen n recént’
years has been the increasing recognition. of rabies in wild animals, notably in’
bats, More than 30,000 persons each year are bitten ybyf(su"s’pe;éfceq‘,;ra,bid‘ﬂ animals

and are required to take treatment. It will: take' a concerted -effort .to i sure

public protection against this new threat. = ' . Sk DR A
Horses and man fall common victims to viral sleeping sickness’ (encephalo Lye-

litis). This mosquito-transmitted infection is carried by apparently healthy wild’
animals and birds, and therefore is difficult to eradicate. Man. and horses ac-

quire:the disease as a result of ‘heing bitten by infected mosquitos, but do not
- Spread the disease themgelves. A. veterinarian, Dr. Karl . Meyer, of the Uni-
versity of California, was the first to recognize virus encephalitis in American
horses (1930), and the first to. warn of, the danger of this’ diséase to man, A
veterinarian, Brigadier General Raymon

: ‘ nd A. Kelser, of the U.S. Army Veteri-
nary Corps, was the first to show that encephalitis virus is transmitted by mos:
quitobites (1933). .. . - e et
- Salmonellosis, influenza, infectious hepatitis, staphylococeal | infections, and
internal parasitisms caused by the tapeworms of ‘cattle and swine, are ‘some’ of
the diseases also.capable of being transmitted by or from animals to man, .
~Basic to the most effective progress toward suppressing the zZoonoses' are
efforts such as those mounted in 1960 with the establishment of the Illinois Cen-
ter for Zoonese Research, a component of the University’s College of Veterindry
Medicine. Unique is the. multidisciplinary team approach of the: Center toward
ascertaining the factors that bear on emergency. and, recession of. zoonotic di-
seases. The recognition that no one profession or scientific diséipline, medical or
other, has the total competence to solve 'eoryx}lplex‘pmbflems of even a few zoonoses,
a staff composed of veterinarians;' ph"’yéiéia‘ns,’"‘etnthropologists, ecologists, - cli-
matologists, demographers,. microbiologists, zoologists and other scientists has

initiated already fruitful and promising programs. e R o
i, The World Health. Organization’s A visory Committee has pointed out ‘that

one should not overlook the dynamic and changing pattern of microorganisms, -
heir adaptation to the new animal hosts, and ] : , sfer!
to _human beings as pathogenic organismg. The. Gomiiiittféé‘statea‘,’ “The emer-
gence of new zoonoses or the uncovering' of unsuspected human-animal relation:
ships in communicable diseases are therefore to be expected.” R
- Recent emphasis has been placed on'the transmission disease from man o
animal. In the past it was considered logicdl t0' assume £ the animal could act
as & xeservolr of human disease. The reverse possibilify, while equally logichl
- had only recently been given any serious thought, - . /@ ¢ oo T A
, -Sinee it is noyw. rare for man to acquire tuberculosis from cattle, regulatory
officials are becoming more acutely aware of 'the problem of cattle contracting
the disease from man. The problem is 1ot only reported in'the United States; but

also.in other countries, including the Netherlands, ‘Great Britain and Israel.

their potential and actual transfer

7. THE PORBIGN DISEASE tHREAT |

_ The concept of. “prevention” Lias enabled yeterinarians to protect this ‘country

from the importation of diseases that coul‘d‘ad'x}erSQIy affect our food* supply,
economy and health, S : ; , ;




