. same year,

isotopes on the‘bialogi:éal Systems of animals, and the movement of :ra(diba,étivef
“‘materials in food. - BOML e e [
Veterinariang on the staﬁ of the U.S. Department of Ag,ricultuxje conduct

similar studies: dealing, for example, ‘with the - effects of radioactive fallout on
. agricultural production. These studies include the development of remedial meag-
ures that can -alter the movements of ‘radioisotopes in the: food. chain, including
food animals, - and ‘reduce o1’ eliminate -the consumer’s intake -of. radioactive
materials, G R T LA
Lo , 9. ‘PROTECTION OF .ENVIRONMENT

-One of the ma‘jbr; concerns of fhea,ith authorities "todaiy is the DProgressive con-

tamination of our environment. Air and water pollution and fooq contamination:

concern the health community as never before. Veterinarians are aware of the
responsibility they have in assuring the safe uge of pesticides and food additives.
‘The veterinary profession hag contributed to research undertaken to study the
‘movement of environmental contaminants through the food chain to man, More-
over, veterinarians are in g position to influence the safe use of animal feed addi-
‘tives and Desticides by their‘clien‘tsand, others. By example, in their daily ,
-contaets with the owners of animals, and through their employment in govern-
mental and regulatory agencies, vgtevinarian&aite,in the forefront of the,bat_t;le :
‘against environmental contamination. B e ' e T

STATEMENT OF ALVIN A. PRICE, D.v.Mm,, DEAN, CoLrrer o VETERINARY

RN T MEebpICINE; TExXAS A, & M. UNIVERSITY ' \
An important and significant bart of the broad area of public health is the
environment in which man lives, works, and plays. It is a scientific truth that
“health and disease are related to the conditions of the habitat in which a living
. individual resides. When the environment ig polluted, contaminated, or otherwise -
not compatible with the physiologieal well being of the cre&turesliving within
it, the health of its living inhabitants wili deteriorate: Therefore, public health
is' more than medicine. Public health depends upon ‘fthe'oontinuing surveillance
and ‘active brograms of many- disciplines, one of whieh iy veterinary medicine. -
.~ The contributions of veterinary ,medci‘eine to publie ‘health have ‘heen docu-
ented. The eighteen colleges of veterinary - medicine in the United States
are a national JTesource in that by far the mafj‘Orri.ty'of'the veterinariang of the
United States who are actively engaged in the bractice of the DProfession . were
- educated in those eighteen colleges of veterinary medicine, Through 1965, the
currently existing colleges of veterinary medicine ‘had gradudted over 25,000
veterinarians, more than the. total number engaged in the profession in the

In addition to the educating of'veterﬁnarians, colleges of Veterina-ry medicine
are central ‘to research in the. areq. of ‘animal health and disease. Human
health, from the consumption of animal ‘product foods to . pets in the family
household to the condition of wildlife in areas of recreation, is related to

animal health. Biomedical research, in its broad application, is dependent upon

the use of animals. Without veterinary medieal care and study, these animals

would not be the ‘Iﬁeqtive'=laib.oratory tools they are today and medical progress
Wwould be severely curtailed. , i 7
: ,Coll'egesfo‘faveterinalry me,die‘ine“supply; .the trained manpower: to maintain

protein. food broducing animalg in a high state of health ang efficiency for
the producer and consumer. America i the safest place in the world in which
tOzfi‘n:Vest in and rear .livestoek because it hag 3 resource of trained veterinary
. medical manpower, ; : Lo o « : a

Only 10 nations of the world: - have agricultural Surpluses “and those are

decreasing. Those 10 nations contain only 159, of. the world Dopulation. By =

the 1980’s; those surpluses may not be available to ‘belp feed the other 859
OF the world population, » S e e T Ll S

About 409, of the world’s livestock is in the deyeloped countries and thege
countries provide 80% of the world’s animal protein foods. It productivity in
the underdeveloped countries which have 609% of the world’s livestock conld

be brought to the efficiency attained in the developed ‘countries, there would
‘be adequate brotein foods for all. . - ' o : , '
. In the underdeveloped countries, 609, of the beople suffer from malnutrition,
Three million children die each year from causes related to or aggravated by




