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‘nature ‘of large animal Dractice. It my interpretation. of ‘these' changes ig correct,

a thor‘ough‘grounding in‘ the prinecipleg of epidemiology, refined diagriostic skills,
a keen und'erstandingfof'ithe art of working with others in 2 multi%s;pveeialty group
practice, and a sure footing in agrieultural €conomics have become indispensable
tools in training today’s veterinary  student to meet tomorrow’y agricultural
‘world: ‘As an illustration, the current foot-and-mouth disease ‘epizootic in
“BEnglanqg may impress us “today ag'an isolatea, ‘though  tragie occurrence, In .
the ‘years ahead, epizootics of many :dangerouisfanima‘ldise?asevs* could be ever-
‘Present threats unlesy’ the veterinary nmedical profession: iy fully prepared to
meet ' them ‘through ‘bo:thl_long-range ‘programs- of - preventién,'~andﬂi«mmedia?te

- control measures; S Ll SRR N £t Sty S : ,
"~ The need to feed our own growing populace and to help feed others will make

to solve its food broblems, the need for veterinarians wil] increase tremendously,
Without contro] of diseases and improved survivability there will be little im-
‘Provementin foodfpsro:ductivity from animals,” - o T 5 SRR

- To* train veterinarians jn. sufficient nimbers to meets world-wide demandg -
for their services is, ‘of course, esseﬁt‘ial.-Butksomething else seems’ to me sig-
'niﬁeant./The world food situation, 8rowing more serious-each year, undoubtedly
will give rige within the brofession to the need for global exchanges of knowl-

- edge;: skills, and programs  of education, and«thererby add to the profession g
“new world-wide dimension. Its impact on veterinary, mmedicine, already acutely
- felt by medicine, dentistry, and other health professions, could be -considerabie,
- In turning now to urbanization as the second field of consequence to veterin- -
~ary medieca] edueation,h I am’ addressing :my’self:cvhi‘eﬂy, a"ltho;ug‘h»by no means
exclusively, to the small ‘animaj p=ractiztixo/ne‘r~.v‘Her‘e, again, we come acrosg the
words  “dengity” and “*exchange of ideas”? gy keéy words -‘characterrizing' the
~cha-nges which impOr'tan‘tIy ~influence : both ‘practice: and - education, Density,
becausé bopulation growth, ‘crowded living* conditiong in our cities, and: the
: increasi'ng. bopularity of ‘companion -animalsall combine to emphasize the inter-
.Geépendénce of animal health and human health. One immediate effect of these
Tfactors will pe that they will bring into ‘Sharp focus the public health, regpon- -
sibilitiey of the lsmall” anima) bractitioner,  an aspect -of &mall-animal medicine
‘which hag not-found Hn the'-veteﬂnary-'vmedi‘eal curriculum , the consideration
“Exehan‘ge of-ideas,; ‘because a sophis‘tieated, pms'pero‘us; mundane, and acutely -

shealth ‘C'onséibus’ pet owner will expect for ‘his animal the same kind of superior
‘medical service he ‘takes for granted when it comes to hig own- health require-
ments, Moreover, as the ownership. of a pet becomes for many a source of
emotional stability: in a society in which the individual ig submerged, we must
fin0reasingly turn: our-attention to the- fears . ang anxieties of the pet owner ag
“Well' as to the maladies and afflictions of the bet. All of these trends combpine-
to create new points: of coritact and. reference between  small animal’ medicine

and other Drofessional disciplines, and contain obvious implicationy for veter-

nary ‘medical education. The per‘sis»tent"urging by many: of .our. best educators
“for a surep footing of the veterinaty student in the liberal arts and humanitjes
-~ will be vindicated in the clinies of tomorrow, st S e
With thege remarks T am already. touching on- yet another ;dev‘elopmént,Wh'()"s*;'e«
‘impact on Vevterinary'fmedicin\ei’ha,s been; and will continue to be, enormous’;
specialization; Unquestionably a boon to the brofession, it also cauges ‘many:iof
the headaches that plague: veterinary: medieal7‘ﬁadmin’is.tvator‘s’:an‘d, educators
alike : How can: we preserve unity of organization Wwhile:encouraging diversity
of scientifie interest and competence? How can we bring: thé;nefw‘rers;earch‘ﬁnd-
ing‘s-—doﬁubling, as some say; -every five to ten Years-—to: those who, although. often
still. young in .years, have become pnofessionally obsolete ? How should we design
the ri'i-e?-xietérinarj‘r" curriculuni; the Drofessional courses; a‘ndposlt-graduate train-
ing to ’a’ch'ieve,"vvitho‘u‘t becomi»n‘g:superﬁt}ial,' a maximuny exposure. of our students
“to the scene of cont;emporary‘bio-logy and medicine? .+ . S R
Top advances in the life sciences are- the ‘feat of: Dr.SABthurvKornfbergiof
Stanford University and' Dr, Mehra?df(}ouliam' of the*UniVeﬁsity of Chicago in
Synthesizing' a vitus-like substance and. thereby créating 5 primitive form of
life; and the fhum,a;mto-human;\he‘ar't‘ transplants carrieq out ‘in Cape Town,

- South Africa, and in California. T am mentioning these two events because they :




