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averaged 4.2 years of pre-veterinary medicine obtained at some of
our Nation’s finest colleges and universities with better than B aver-
ages. They are indeed an outstanding group of young people desiring
to enter the profession of veterinary medicine.. '

Lack of spaces for the 950 to 300 is not really the point I want to

make. The important issue is, what happens to some of the other 3,000
1o 5,000 that do not finally complete their applications for the school?
“We have looked into this matter, and we find that too many do not
.enter veterinary school because they cannot afford the long and expen-
sive education required to qualify as a veterinarian. We are getting
very few people trom the lower income groups because veterinary

medical education 18 expensive and these people just cannot afford 1t.

Consequently, if it were possible for anyone to g0 to veterinary school

regardless of cost, I am sure the number of applications would be
greatly inereased. Kven though five. times as many applications as
places for students is bad enough, it could be much worse if potential
applicants from 'enough;l‘ow-income. groups were included. o
- Thank you very much. i R e
Mr. Rocers. Thank you very much, Dr. Pritchard ; appreciate it.
(Dr. Pritchard’s prepared statement follows?) e s

graTEMENT OF DR. W. R. PRITCHARD, D.V.M., DEAN, SCHOOL OF VEIERINARY
~ MEDICINE, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS, CALIF. L

- T am Dr. wW. R. Pritchard, D. V.M., ‘Dean School: of Veterinary ‘Medicine,
University of ‘California, Davis. I would 1ike to make a statement -about some:
c-Ontributith of veterinary medical science to. human health and welfare, and
comment on the critical financial problems facing American colleges and schools
of veterinary medicine. T am sure that others will comment on many additional
Ways'veteri’narians’ contribute to human health and welfare. R
Veterinary medicine has evolved as that pranch of medieal science responsible
for the control "of diseases of all species: of animals except man: The D.V.M.
applies the D sinciples of biology and medicine to the alleviation of pain, suffering
and ill health in animals serving man;..He:is‘reSponsible, too, for:the protection -
of peoplé from those animal diseases that algo affect man, Most jmportantly of
all, however, veterinary medicine makes highly gignificant ‘contributions to the
health and welfare of people through research py adding to our knowledge of
diseases and disease processe«sfl'shall'try'to‘:brieﬂ describe some of the unique
ways th‘a‘t"veterina*ry»medic‘al science contributes to human health. .

A RICH HISTORY OERESEARGH AGOOMI’LISHME"NTS :

Since the time of Pasteur, veterinary medical scientists have made gignificant
contributions to the body of knowledge that constitutes medical science. 1 shall
cite only & fewuex\amplesvtypmal of many hundreds made by veterinarians. e
Smith, Kilbourne and Curtice, geeking means ‘to control Texas fever of cattle,

a disease threatening the: cattle industry of this. nation in the latter 1800’s, dis- -

covered that arthropods, 11 the case of Texas fever a tick, are capable of
- gpreading’ disease. This finding has, proven to- be one of the most 4imp0rtant
principles -of infectious disease control 1t has led to 'successful_,conrtrol of many
important arthropod-borne diseases of people such 'as malaria, yellow - fever,
gleeping gickniess, Chagas” disease, and npumerous encephalitides. AT
. A French veterinarian, Ramon, ‘working on ways to protect French cavalry
norses from Tockjaw, developed the first effective jmmunization agent against a
toxin. Successful methods of preventing tetanus, di:phtheria and other diseases
ipduced by toxins in people resulted from his Wox‘:k.’ ) o ‘
Karl F. Meyer, D.V.M. of the University of California, devised means to control
potulism in canned foods, ‘making the great food canning industry possible at a
i itical time in jts history. e o ; T
Yegi(lzfilsf;n l]i‘eidman, D.V.M,, formerly of the. MaYO_FODD;datipn' and now the
U.8. Veterans ‘Administration, more thanp anyone else is responsible for emptying

the nation’s tuberculosis sanitariums of patients formerly doomed to something




