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INTERCITY RAIL PASSENGER SERVICE

I - A SUMMARY ‘OF:TH’E REPORT

We have requested this opportunity in order to report to the
Congress on the status of intercity ‘rail service and our srewardship
of section 13a of the Interstate Commerce Act, whrch was enacLed
in 1958 to provide limited ,Federal ]urisdiction ove_r kthe dxscontmuance
of‘ rail passenger. service. ‘ ‘
‘ Intercity rail passenger §ervice in this nation has been declining
‘ rapidly since- 1950 In a period when intercity travel has more than
~ doubled, rail‘ service khas shrunk toless than half of,its fcrmer size.
At a time when the demand for intercityservice is expected to double,
more and more pe;\)ple are accepting the inevitabiiity of losing the last.
v remainmg medium end~long-dietence'rail service. |
In the last ten years - A
- The number of regular intercity trains has
declined nearly 60 percent;
. Thirteen retlrcndc have abandoned all mterci_ty R
serﬁce, and ‘sew‘ren have only one pair of trains

left.
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