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‘Infvie\’v of the trends in rail passenger operatlons and discontinuance -
proceedings, we do not believe that signiﬁcant segments of the last \‘
: remaining long and medium-distance intercity rail passenger service -
will survive the next few years without a major change in Federal and -

‘carrier policies

Changes in Federal pohcy are urgently needed,. and a compre=" .. ..

_‘hensive governmental review of the present and future need for inter- :
city rail service should be undertaken atonce. The Northeast Corridor -

Project involves only a vlimitedgpartfof the problem. «Beyon‘"diuhatf ‘the

existing governmental environment does little thore than nweékly;'suppqrt'; e

“that level of ‘:sexy'\"ice which tile railroads, »themeelves, canafford The .
quality and quantit-y of that service are deteriera;ing. The forcés
underlying this trend grow stronger. Presem: progfdms“ - public and
private - cannot reverse this decline. And we do’not believe that fani
significant action will be taken until a ‘consensue is dev‘eloi:ed on Whemer :

. a national intercity rail system is needed. The national ambivaience

| toWard the problem not only fosters inaction and inconsistency in-
governmental policy, but it encourages railroads to continue the p‘resent '

trends.



