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Eastern railroads which in 1967 accounted for about two of: every
three passengers in the Umted States conduct predominantly short~tr1,p
service. The average length of trlp in 1967 was 33 5 miles, down from
;43 3 mlles in 1957 For non-commutatlon serv1ce. the average trip m 1967
was 50.8 mxles,‘ down_near‘l_y a third frpmlthe‘ 1957 average of 75, 5. “This
strongly supports the view that a large~nurnber of ncn-commuter paemgers
in the Eastn are more like_l_y suburban patr:nsnsihgv basic fare‘:t_iclicet”s. With
a ‘relativelyehort average trip, the East's .rep'orted n__en»commutatie‘n naeaemex
miles are subetantially a lesser proportion of total United States non*c(;m!nmation'
'passenger-r_niles than passengers--eaccountk:ing for only about 37, percent of the
‘U.S. total in 1967. The East had about 4 bllhon non- commutation passenger-
: mﬂes in 1967--down approximately 56 percent from 1957, as compared to
the 36.3 percent drop in passengers s

_ The average length of non-commutation trlp is cons1derably 'greater

in the South than in the East and declmed only shghtly from 1957 to 1967~- '
from 267. 8 mlles' to 260. 1 mﬂes Accordmgly, the declines in passenger
mxles and passengers ‘were nearly the same~-around 36 percent

The situanon in the West has changed cons:derably dunng the 10-year
period. The average length of non-comm‘utatrlon trips increased approximately
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