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The low icvel of patronage and availability of other means of transpor=-

“tation iov intercity travel often:minimize the public need factor under section
35

léa. A1r bus, and private automobﬂe all compete successfully lwnh the o
| mtercny train. Unhke the many commuters who have no practical or economlcal et
alternatxves to rail commutauon, the bulk of intercity travelers ueually are
not dependent on rail service. In fact, the majority of them have, already
4 cdmpletél‘y ,fnr_séken fhe" railroads for re.a’sonso,f’/speed, ‘ cnét," cnnir,énience,’
or‘ mobility. | = ’ Lo

The recognition of the n'eée"ss'ity' for ma'intaininégcnmmucér éérVice .
' has genefated’ increased public and g;overnrnent:al concern. - That (r‘:éncern‘h"as‘ i
‘ "5e.en ithk"a‘nslated into Var'io'ué ktypei's' of assistance to éase the‘rai‘lroa‘ds' burden.
‘ of prdx‘/iding'a deficif Servicé. In realizatlon of the need for commuter service‘
and the Ross:bﬂity of puhhc aid, the Comm1ss1on ‘has: requ1red the continuance
of heavy -deficit operations 36...

" The. intercity train has few regular patrons. It serves- pomts wluch

) ‘share nexther a community of mterests nor have the appropnate governmental‘_

35 Southern R. Co. v. North Carolina, 376 U.S. 93 (1964).
36 ':See' Hearinv o efore the Subcommittee on Housing and Urban Affairs of

~ the Commit:ce on Banking and Currency on the Effect of Railroad Mergers
o son Commu o [’ransportatmn, 90th Cong. i 2nd Sess., at 223 (1968)
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