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And five months after that, v”t'he Commission“approved the report and
recomreended order of the hearing examiner in Firiance Ddckef No. 23756
which required the lecétinuance of the Shasta Daylight after pret’estants had
: shown with "unmistzkable clarity that the 'c‘ar_i'ie*r had discouraged ‘pés‘senge'r
trafﬁc. "

Section 13a deals primarily with the eh‘mination of e)ciSting trains.
However, the quality of passenger service is ancther méﬁer'.of growing public -
concern. In section 13a cases, the quality ef s'e‘rvice‘h'a's beeh'arel‘evant
factor to be considered ‘srly with respect to ﬁhether a carﬁer 'should be
perrhitted to eliminate a train. Whether the Commission has the authority to
irapose minimum standards of _paseenger service is nbw being litigat‘ed. Section
13a does not confer such power on’ the Commission, but the 1ssue has been placed'

bofore the Comm1ssmn m docket No. 34733, Adequacies = Passegger Service -

Southern Pacmc Company B *Ween Califom_a and Louisiana. thle the

recommended report and order of the hearing examiner, 1ssued on April 22,
1968, did ﬂnd we have such authority, the parties to this proca&ding are still
filing replies,.‘and it WOuld be inapprop:i‘ate’ to cem‘ment furth‘er pn"this
panding matter. Once‘this ‘ease is ready for COmmiesion actio;i; we Will

give it our full and expedited consideration.
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