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join forces to. covert profrcable trains mto def1c1t operatlons. Mail
, revenues whxch once sustamed the movement of 1itt1e —used passenger o
‘cars are no longer ava11ab1e asa pract1ca1 matter for that purpose.
On balance, significant segments of our mtercity rail passenger
R system appear headed into a final downward splral Our conclusiou does
not 1mp1y that all such-service Wlll disappear durlng that perlod n
general, ma]or passenger routes along Eastern Seaboard and the East-
West service from the Mlss1ss1pp1 to the Atlantic have not met with any
drastic decrease in frequency of service or in geographlcal coverage
between 1arge urban areas. Costs are rising. Patronage, trains, and
’ mail revenues are'deCIinmgﬂ : Serviceand equiprnent‘ are deteriorating.
Government as51stance in thlS sector’ has been absent or meffectual
Wldespread concern has gone little further than expresswns of alarm. :
The acceleratlon of the dechne in mtercu'y rail passenger
service is only too evident: when 1967 is compared with the prlor year. .
The number of non - commutation passengers has declined
6.8 percent
P Passenger m11es and passenger revenucs each dropped
15, 4 percent reﬂectmg the reductlon of long and medium— -

distance ra1‘1 travel.
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