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that deficit even rrylore»burc)ten’some.. ’ 5
Under the polic,;y of section 13a, before the Comrmsswn can order o
’the cohtinuance of a passe‘nger»éervice, it must be able to find that there
is.a publi“c" need for the service and that the continuation will not ‘impose,
“.an undue burden on interstate commexrce. “Section- 13a.was notl.designe‘d to
promote passenger service:,"‘ but to allow the carriers to i:educe it,. While . '
the law does recognize that the raﬂroads are common carriers with
commensurate responsibilities to: provide passenger s serv1ce -even if that
- service is uhprofitable, ghe exteﬁt of that commitmentis »yng;;unquali;fied.
‘When the cost of providing that'sefvice reaches a pdint where it is’,__ .
unreasonably high consxder«mg the pubhc need for the service, . the..
| carriér's financial positton, and alternative forms of transportation, dlS -
continuance is permitted bytlaw, More and more trainsgy,can be v_expeqtgd__ S
to reach this point. The wholesale collapse of all non —co:ridor:smter -
éity service is not imrﬁine'nt.» bﬁtfthe prognosis is grave - fatal in .some
areas. | |
In a period where fewer ’people are using & Shrmking rail

passenger system for ‘tripswb_eymdla_ miles, generalizations about ;he, .

value of such service may unfortunately obscure thgreal;needs which. .. D

non -corridor intercity service zs.till;:pr_.ovidesttg{ymany people*,, The 12,8 . e
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