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COmmerce Cdmmiseionjshould assume the :direction of such g study.
In either case, the st'uey ‘groupfshould,’utilize the expertise in those
" other government agencies which are mvolved with rail passenger
‘serv1ce including the Department of Defense and the Post Office
Depa::tment'f The-views of the transportation industry, local and .
state agencies and othér concerned interests should be censidered o
also; We pledge ourfull cooperatioa in such a 'venture. |

While the completion of ‘all facets of the study will :equ’i’re ;
a period of time, the pnmary emphasxs should be placed on the k‘
.definitmn of a clear. declaratlon of Federal policy. Exhortatlon of rail
management to reverse, the shrinkage and deterloration of rail service
is futile-as long'as the Federal government does not recqgniz’e;t,hat
some level of intercity service is essent:ial and must be preserved.
~ (The present policy as generally set forth in section 13a merely offers
the guidelines for‘elim.inating’ service.‘)‘ The absence, of positive policy :
and actual mvolvement at Federal level except for the Northeast
Corndor project, cannot help but reinforce the present downward trend.‘ B
Once a more affirmative general policy is enuncxated appropriate steps"

can be taken to 1mplem ent the policy ‘and draft appropriate leglslation
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