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]olgt of the automobﬂe What the answer to it 1s, of course, I don
ow.

I realize’ the rallroads have thelr problems, but I'do thmk from
my personal experience, if I may relate that for: a second; my personal

experience has been in the field of passenger service' there has been

a complete lack of imagination; there has been a complete lack: of
interest in modernizing'; there has been a complete lack of mterest 1n
tr%mg to attract the passenger to the railroad. S
personally would prefer myself to go: from Phﬂadelphm, to Wash—‘
ington by rail. This would be the easier way for me to do it. ‘The
trains are always on time. They are not like the airlines where you
have to hang around a terminal, They could be and should be, in my
~ judgment, the most comfortable and the quickest and the most feasible
and most economical means for my going back and forth from s
Philadelphia to Washington.. Regretfully they are not so. o
Mzr. Chairman, thank you very much for this opportunity. I com-
-mend the committee for conducting these hearings and I hope that
this study will produce some affirmative and constructwe courses of
actlon for all of us to follow.

Mr. Frieoer. We Want to thank you Tt is always nloe to hear from .

one of our: colleagues. -

h MI?‘ WATSON May I ask one queetmn? How far do you 11ve from
ere? ; 4 T
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Mr. WaTsON. Certaln]y you can tell your oonstltuents and others :
that this committee reported out a bill. T'am sure you gave it/ your full
support. The Government is spending many milliens of detlars now in
~ developing the rapid transit systemup. in your immediate area. Addi-
~ tionally, as'I recall from the hearings at thsdt time, and I am not de-

fending :any industry here, :but Penn- Central, as T recall, Mr. Chair-
man, had invested over $100: million in:the: deve]opment of that par—
ticular system. So you have donea good job. 1=~ - -

Mz, CammLL. My constituents are asking me, however Why n: sp1te
of that is it still taking us as long to:igo from: Phllade]phla to Wash-
ington as’it did 10 years ago, and why are we Stlll rldmg n the same
kmd of coaches that we did 20 years ago.:: LT b :

- Mr. Frmzper. It is not in 'operation yet : ~

“Mr. Canrrr. No, that is right. But 57011 see: thls is: What the pubhe »
wants. 'Fhey want it inl operation.. < - , :

- Mr. Warson. They are working on it MOW. 0 i ‘

Mr. Canmr. We read some ivery: dlscomragmg I“eports, Mr Watson,
in the press. They may not bé authentic but: we are having all kinds
of problems mechanically and otherwise which are going to postpone
‘the operation orf this for some pemod of tlme and my conshtuents are
not satisfied.

- Mr. WATSON Well to be :sure, it Would be d1ﬁ‘iou]‘r to eahsfy every— '
‘one, as you and T well know in this busmese, and T am sure m any other
business. But certainly it takes a littletime.: @

T state to my colleague in all respects if Vou don”r take care of ’rhe
grade crossings and everything else you will have people killed by the
hundreds and:they will'be:mpset about the:situation.. I-think in ‘the
Northeast Gorridor the;Government! 1Ssmvestmg ial ot-'of money. Tt -
~ won’t be.of any partmular beineﬁt deWin our Way o B ol




