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services results in no benefit to the public but rather reacts to its detriment in

further weakening the nation’s rail system. B S e
Yours very truly, - T Tt s B
P : “W. T. RicE, President.

- THE WESTERN Pacirro Rariroap Coi, -~
: ' el ' San Francisco, Oalif., July 8, 1968.
Hon. HARLEY O. STAGGERS, , i o e
House of Representatives, :
Washington, D.C. ‘ IR IR
DEAR CONGRESSMAN STAGGERS : The legislation proposed by the Interstate Com-

~ merce Commission which seeks to amend Section 18a of the Interstate Commerce

~Act dealing with passenger train discontinuance, and calls for a one-year study
- of railroad passenger service by the Department of Transportation, would work
a severe hardship on the Western Pacific if enacted. i A

For the second time we have pending before the I.C.C. the proposed discon-
tinuance of the California Zephyr between Oakland and Salt Lake City. Reluc-
tantly we have sought relief from the staggering losses we are suffering in the
operation of this train. In 1966 the deficit wag in excess of $500,000, and in. 1967
it rose to over $1.2 million, a burden which is unconscionable for a small railroad
like Western Pacific, - .

We, and others, have explored every possible avenue short of downgrading the
high quality service of the Zephyr in search of remedies to our chronic losses
on this train, but without success. Continued operation of the Zephyr is causing
a tremendous financial drain which can only lead to serious impairment of our
posture as a vital, competitive rail carrier of freight in the growing areas we

e _serve.

'The proposed legislation will cause further delays in obtaining our long-sought
relief from this loss burden, Examination of the records in both Zephyr discon-
‘tinuance proceedings (F.D. No. 24277 and F.D. No. 24918) will show that a
- -reversal of the problem in the future is hopeless and that the deficit can only
worsen the longer the train is operated. Additionally, very large capital expendi-
tures are necessary in the immediate future for rebuilding or re-equipping the
Zephyr if its high standards are to be maintained. . S
I therefore urge you to carefully weigh the extremely detrimental effect that
the proposed legislation would have on thig carrier’s efforts to meet the press of
rising costs in order to remain an effective and viable competitor in and through
the area we serve. - . ‘ I —

" Respectfully, R TR P .
: : M. M. CHRISTY, President.
(The material referred to by the RLEA on p. 182, follows:)
- [Advertisement from New Yorker magazine, Apr. 13, 1968]|
CHEW-CHEW TRAIN—YUMMY WAY To SEB EuropPE

-Feast your eyes on Europe from the picture-window of a train, while you
enjoy comtihental dishes as varied and plentiful as the sights you see. ,
Have a frittata or hot buttered brioches for breakfast. Try the escabeche or
lasagna for lunch. Sample blanquette de veau or the sauerbraten for supper. Each
time aboard: a different meal, a different dish, as you ride at more than 100 mph
on crack Trans European Express (TEE) trains that link more than 100 of
Turope’s major cities in a handful of hours. Leaving on schedule. Arriving on
schedule. , ; S .
- Relax in the sumptuous comfort of the dining car. Then stroll through the
. Spacious corridors, savoring the dinner conversation of the interesting people
you’ll ‘meet, ‘ ; ‘ S ‘ ‘
You’ll often find your steward or stewardess speaks several languages, one of
which is almost always English. And the menus do, too. So those hard-to-pro-
nounce dishes soon become your hard-to-pass-up favorites. ' : )
Visit your travel agent. Make sure you get a generous helping af flacts about
- Eurailpass, Eurailgroup, Eurailtariff, BritRail Pags and British Thriftrail cou-
pons—a few of the first-class low-cost travel plans offered to Americans by the
- rmailroads of Western Furope. : S S
- Because the price of a ticket is no harder to swallow than the price of a meal, .
now you can see Europe the real way—Dby railway. S LA
For further information, write: European Railroads, Dept. G, Box 65, Madison -
Sq. Station, New York 10010. ‘ L3 e : S
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