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could excuse such a course, if it chose to abdicate its responsibility
for the policies and statutes which govern this Nation.

This bill, H.R. 15626, authored by Chairman Willis and other mem-
bers of this committee and cosponsored by a score of other Representa-
tives, is a courageous decision to follow the path of duty. It 1s a clear
answer to the temptors that the Congress shall assert its constitutional
and democratic mandate to overturn ill-advised and subversive deci-
sions of the Supreme Court.

It will establish once again the will of the people as the law of the
land, as expressed through their elected representatives, asserting the
supremacy of representative democracy over judicial oligarchy.

Moreover, this bill will give the executive branch the strength to
defend the Nation from the misguided, the inept, the criminal, and
the subversive, whose machinations threaten the security of the Ameri-
can people.

The U.S. Constitution sets forth the rights and liberties of the
American people: freedom of speech and religion; freedom to associ-
ate with others for political, business, and cultural purposes; freedom
to follow the dictates of conscience. The Constitution also provides
for the protection of American citizens in these rights and liberties
from domestic and foreign violence. I think one of the most important
implicit provisions of the American Constitution is that which pro-
tects the people in their freedom from ideology. The freedoms of
speech and assembly and of religion are implicit freedoms from ideol-
ogy, because they assure the individuals of their right to accept or
reject any body of thought or of theory or of faith.

H.R. 15626, 1n my opinion, successfully differentiates between politi-
cal activity, which is protected by the Constitution, and ideological
activity, which is condemned and proscribed by the Constitution.

Any body of thought, theory, or action which operates to subvert
all dissenting thought, theory, or action and seeks to destroy any free-
dom of dissent is an ideology. Such ideologies are therefore foreign to
the basic concepts of American democracy and should not be allowed
to prosper upon the subversion of American security. It is clear, I
think, that communism, fascism, and all the isms from the darker
quarters of the political spectrum are not political in nature in the
sense that our American political parties and activities are political.
It is equally clear that these foreign isms are ideological and dicta-
torial i nature and are consequently implicitly proscribed by the
American Constitution, our body of laws, and all our traditions.

It is my sincere belief that these amendments set forth in H.R.
15626 in reality constitute simple enabling legislation to carry out
the implicit provisions of the American Constitution, which provide
for the preservation of democratic government and the protection of
the freedoms of the American people as set forth explicitly in the
Constitution.

Furthermore, the U.S. Constitution gives explicit instructions gov-
erning the amending process and, in my view, implicitly denies all
other processes of amending it, either private, judicial, legislative, or
executive, either peacefully or violently.

When the U.S. Supreme Court amends the Constitution by judicial
interpretation, it is as guilty of subversion as the Communist or the
Nazi who advocates and conspires to overthrow the Government by



