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Has it proven itself to be valuable? ‘

Has it served to strengthen the effectiveness of your own Depart-
ment in its responsibilities, and very valuable and important and cru-
cial ones they are, in doing what we all seek to do, and that is to defend
the national security interests with the maximum recognition of the
first amendment values of our society?

Mr. Yeacrey. Mr. Congressman, it is my personal opinion that the
activities carried on and the petitions filed

Mr. Tucok. Would you move the mike closer. I can’t hear you.

Mr. Yracrey. Mr. Congressman, it is my personal view that it has
been useful. We filed, of course, the original petition against the party
in 1950. There was over a year of taking evidence, not every day, but
most days, and there was a voluminous amount of evidence that was
taken in regard to the nature and objectives and purposes of the Com-
munist Party.

I think this in and of itself was very illuminating and very educa-
tional to a great many Americans, as compared to information that
they might get by other means or other sources about the movement.

This was information under oath. It was documentary information.
Tt was as accurate as it could be under conditions of a Board hearing.
I think that wasuseful.

I think the findings of the Board, based on that evidence as to the
nature of the Communist Party at that time and its control by the
Soviet Union, was useful.

After the Supreme Court’s affirmance of the final order in 1961,
and before that as a matter of fact, we filed a number of petitions on
alleged front organizations.

T think there were 23 in all. Most of those went to hearing. Those
organizations for the most part were reasonably large and many of
them fairly well-known organizations.

T think the testimony and documents of those hearings were illumi-
nating and T think they shed light on the basic operations and the
internal operations of some of those organizations.

That was useful information and that was the type of thing that the
American people at that time were entitled to have.

I think the country was under a little more stress and strain from
the cold war at that time. We had the attack by the Communists in
Korea in 1950, and following the Korean war that disturbed many
‘Americans and cost many American lives, we had the shelling of
Matsu and Quemoy Islands and the tension created there by the
Communists. .

We had almost constant tension arising over the Berlin corridor
that many people feared was bound to lead to an early third world
war.

These tensions were serious, and I think it was useful at that time
to get factual information out under oath and with documentation as
to the nature of the Communist influence here.

Mr. CoLver. Do you think the American people could be aware and
sensitive to these activities in the absence of the Subversive Activities
Control Board? .

Mr. Yeacrey. Yes. I am just saying to a lesser extent and with fewer

factsto fall back on.




