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the best interests of the United States.” Accordingly, the
PSB revoked petitioner’s clearances. He was informed
that he could seek a hearing before the Industrial Employ-
ment Review Board (IERB), and he took this course.*
Prior to the hearing, petitioner received a letter inform-
ing him that the PSB action was based on information
indicating that between 1943 .and 1947 he had associated
with Communists, visited officials of the Russian Embassy,
and attended a dinner given by an allegedly Communist
Front organization.®

On January 23, 1952, petitioner, with counsel, appeared
before the IERB. He was questioned in detail concern-
ing his background and the information disclosed in the
IERB letter. In response to numerous and searching
questions he explained in substance that specific “suspect”
persons with whom he was said to have associated were
actually friends of his ex-wife. He explained in some
detail that during his first marriage, which lasted from

* The IERB was a four-member board which was given jurisdiction
to hear and review appeals from decisions of the PSB. Its charter,
dated 7 November 1949 and signed by the Secretaries of the Army,
Navy, and Air Force, contemplated that it would afford hearings to
persons denied clearance. And see “Procedures Governing Appeals
to the Industrial Employment Review Board, dated 7 November
1949.”

8 The letter read, in part:

“That over a period of years, 1943-1947, at or near Washington,
D. C,, you have closely and sympathetically associated with persons
who are reported to be or to have been members of the Communist
Party; that during the period 1944-1947 you entertained and were
visited at your home by military representatives of the Russian
Embassy, Washington, D. C.; that, further, you attended social func-
tions during the period 1944-1947 at the Russian Embassy, Wash-
ington, D. C.; and on 7 April 1947 attended the Southern Conference
for Human Welfare, Third Annual Dinner, Statler Hotel, Washing-
ton, D. C. (Cited as Communist Front organization, Congressional
Committee on Un-American Activities).”




