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formalized program to obtain the discharge from war
plants-of persons engaged in sabotage, espionage, and
willful activity designed to disrupt the national defense
program. Id., at 237, In 1946, the War Department
began to require contraetors, before being given access to
classified information, to sign secrecy agreements which
required consent before their employees were permitted
access to Top Secret or Secret information. Id., at 238.
At the outset, each armed service administered its own
industrial clearance program. Id., at 239. Later, the
PSB and IERB were established by the Department of
Defense and the Secretaries of the armed services to
administer a more centralized program. Ibid. Confu-
sion existed concerning the criteria and procedures to be
employed by these boards. Ibid. Eventuslly, general-
ized procedures were established with the approval of the
Secretaries which provided in part that before the IERB
“|t]he hearing will be coriducted in such manner as to '
protect from disclosure information affecting the national
security or tending to compromise investigative sources
or methods .-. . .” See “Procedures Governing Appeals
to the Industrial Employment Review Board, dated 7
November 1949,” note 4, supra, §4 (¢). After aboli-
_ tion of these boards in 1953, and the establishment of the
IPSB, various new sets of procedures were promulgated
which likewise provided for the non-disclosure of informa-
tion “tending to compromise investigative sources or
methods or the indentity of confidential informants,” **

3 The Industrial Personnel Sceurity Review Regulation, 20 Fod.
Reg. 1553, recommended by the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and
Air Force, and approved by the Secretary of Defense, provided:

“§ 67.1-4. Release of information. All personnel in the Program
will comply with applicable directives pertaining to the safeguarding
of classified information and the handling of investigative reports.
No classified information, nor any information which might com-
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