1714 }AMENDING SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES CONTROL ACT OF 1950/

EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 10501 as Amevits:
NOVEMBER 5, 1953 ' '

SAFEGUARDING OFFICIAL INFORMATION IN THE INTERESTS
OF THE DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS it is essential that the citizens ofthe United States be informed con-
cerning the activities of their government; and

WHEREAS the interests of national defense require the preservation of the
ability of the United States to protectand defend itself against all hostile or destruc-
tive action by covert or overtmeans, including espionage as well as military action;
and .

WHEREAS it is essential that certain official information. affecting the national
defense be protected uniformly against unauthorized disclosure:

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and statutes, and as President of the United States, and deeming such action nec-
essary in the best interests of the national security, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. CLASSIFICATION CATEGORIES

Official information which requires protection in the interests of national de-
fense shall be limited to three categories of classification, which in descending
order of importance shall carry one of the following designations: Top Secret,
Secret, or Confidential. No other designation shall be used to classify defense in-
formation, including military information, as requiring protection in the interests
of national defense, except as expressly provided by statute. These categories are
-defined as follows:

(a) Top Secret:' Except as may be expressly provided by statute, the use
of the classification Top Secret shall be authorized, by appropriate authority,
only for defense information or material which requires the highest degree of
protection. The Top Secret classification shall be applied only to that informa-
tion or material the defense aspect of whichis paramount; and the unauthorized
disclosure of which could result in exceptionally grave damage to the Nation
such as leading to a definite break in diplomatic relations affecting the defense
of the United States, an armed attack against the United States or its allies, a
war, or the compromise of military or defense plans, or intelligence operations,
or scientific or technological developments vital to the national defense.

(b) Secret: Except as may be expressly provided by statute, the use of the
classification Secret shall be authorized, by appropriate authority, only 'for de-
fense information or material the unauthorized disclosure of which could result
in serious damage to the Nation, suchas by jeopardizing the international rela-
tions of the United States, endangering the effectiveness of a program or policy
of vital importance to the national defense, or compromising important military
or defense plans, scientific or technological developmentsimportantto national
defense, or information revealing important intelligence operations. .

(c) Confidential: Except as may be expressly provided by statute, the use
of the classification Confidential shall be authorized, by appropriate authority, .
only for defense information or material the unauthorized disclosure of which
could be prejudicial to the defense interests of the nation.



