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The provisions of this chapter shall not be appli-
cable to charter parties; but if bills of lading are
issued in the case of a ship under a charter party,
they shall comply with the terms of this chapter.
Nothing in this chapter shall be held to prevent
the insertion in a bill of lading of any lawful pro-
vision regarding general average.

(Apr. 16, 1936, ch, 229, § 5, 49 Stat, 1211.)
§ 1306. Special agreement as to particular goods.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 1303—
1305 of this title, a carrier, master or agent of
the carrier, and a shipper shall, in regard to any
particular goods be at liberty to enter into any
agreement in any terms as to the responsibility and
lability of the carrier for such goods, and as to the
rights and immunities of the carrier in respect to
such goods, or his obligation as to seaworthiness
{(so far as the stipulation regarding seaworthiness
is not contrary to public policy), or the care or
diligence of his servants or agents in regard to the
loading, handling, stowage, carriage, custody,
care, and discharge of the goods carried by sea:
Provided, That in this case no bill of lading has
been or shall be issued and that the terms agreed
shall be embodied in a receipt which shall be a non-
negotiable document and shall be marked as such.

y agreement so entered into shall have full
legal effect: Provided, That this section shall not
agply to ordinary commercial shipments made in
the ordinary course of trade but only to other ship-
ments where the character or condition of the
property to be carried or the circumstances, terms,
and conditions under which the carriage is to be
performed are such as reasonably to justify a spe-
cial agreement.

(Apr. 16, 1936, ch. 229, § 8, 40 Stat. 1211.)

§ 1307. Agreement as to liability prior to loading
or after discharge..

Nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent
a carrier or a shipper from entering into any
agreement, stipulation, condition, reservation, or
exemption as to the responsibility and liability of
the carrier or the ship for the loss or damage to or
in connection with the custody and care and han-
dling of goods prior to the loading on and subse-
quent to the discharge from the ship on which the
goods are carried by sea.

. (Apr. 16, 1936, ch. 229, § 7, 49 Stat. 1212.)

§ 1308. Rights and liabilities under other provisions
of Title 46. ‘

The provisions of this chapter shall not affect
the rights and obligations of the carrier under the
provisions of the Shipping Act, 1916, or under the
provisions of sections 175, 181-183, and 183b-188
of this title or of any amendments thereto; or
under the provisions of any other enactment for

the time being in force relating to the limitation
of the liability of the owners of seagoing vessels.

(Apr. 18, 1936, ch. 229, § 8, 49 Stat. 1212.)

§ 1309. Discrimination between competing ship-
pers,

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be con-
strued as permitting a common carrier by water
to discriminate between competing shippers sim-
ilarly placed in time and circumstances, either (a)
with respect to their right to demand and receive
bills of lading subject to the provisions of this
chapter; or (b) when issuing such bills of lad}ng,
either in the surrender of any of the carrier’s
rights and immunities or in the increase of any of
the carrier’s responsibilities and liabilities pur-
suant to section 1305 of this title: or (c¢) in any
other w:(Lly (f)rohibited by the Shipping Act, 1916,
as amended.

(Apr. 16, 1036, ch. 220, § 6, 40 Stat. 1212.)
§ 1310. Weight of bulk cargo.

Where under the customs of any trade the
weight of any bulk cargo inserted in the bill of
lading is a weight ascertained or accepted by a
third party other than the carrier or the shipper,
and the fact that the weight is so ascertained or
accepted is stated in the bill of lading, then, not-
withstanding anything in this chapter, the bill of
lading shall not be deemed to be prima facie evi-
dence against the carrier of the recei}it of goods
of the weight so inserted in the bill of lading, and
the accuracy thereof at the time of shipment shall
not be deemed to have been guaranteed by the
shipper. -

(Apr. 16, 1938, ch. 229, § 11, 40 Stat. 1212.)

§ 1311. Liabilities before loading and after dis-
charge; effect on other laws.

Nothing in this chapter shall be-construed as
superseding any part of sections 190-196 of this -
title, or of any other law which would be appli-
cable in the absence of this chapter, insofar as they
relate to the duties; responsibilities, and liabilities
of the ship or carrier prior to the time when the
goods are loaded on or after the time they are dis-
charged from the ship.

(Apr. 16, 1936, ch. 229, § 12, 49 Stat. 1212.)
§ 1312. Scope of chapter; “United States”; *‘foreign
trade.” N

This chapter shall apply to all contracts for
carriage of goods by sea to or from ports of the
United States in foreign trade. As used in this
chapter the term “United States” includes its dis-

- tricts, territories, and possessions. The term “for-

eign trade” means the transportation of goods be-
tween the ports of the United States and ports’
of foreign countries. Nothing in this chapter
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