of investment in"larg'e?'wat,er systems, improvements in -
the U. S. balance of trade, and many cost reducing uses -

for desalting type processés in industry. ~As well, there"

may be valuable foreign policy options using cheap desalting.

The cost-o'f the p‘r}ogra’m ‘p‘roposed for the Offfce 6fv
Saline Water av‘e_ragec‘lf to the‘year‘ 2000 repre’s‘relaxllt’s}‘a" ‘SON
percent increase over 4p..resent »expeﬂditure levels ‘Of'$2 5- :
30 million per 'yev:a‘r.‘ i‘fbr fiscal year 1’973‘,"the funds
required would be $’39tmillion inéreasing to‘$55‘rh’ij‘1’1iyonf |
in 1990. After that t»,h:e‘ cost would decline rapidly so that
by 1996 only a médest amountbf ;res;,earch Wéula need to

~ be carried on.

Thé s’ﬁggeéfzed pro:%g'fam consists of (a) an ainalysis of |
potential desalting ’app?lii,catjons; ‘(b’) a deséltihg apélications
; program; (c) the intro.ducti‘oh of desalting into water
‘pla.nning; (d) technic#l and financial assistance to
water agencies to undertake prototype construction of
desal"t’ing plants; and (e) an applications oriented program

of research and development.
The research, dev:elopmerit and abplications pha.s‘e'”of ‘
the program must be t'ijmed to take account of 'emezr-g.ing]

iv

(.



