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I BAQKGR.OUND TO DESALTING
| Geﬁeral
Although desalting technology has been solbicily esti,ablished
as a new source of _frg'sh.water only in rgcént ye‘ar‘s,_ the s’earchﬂ"‘ ; |

for produc‘ing pure water from the sea is as old as man himself. . ‘

The United States fi\i'st"became_ involved in desaltihg

» research when Secref’ary of State Thomas Jefferson sen:t a
report ‘of his &i,s.tillation experim,ents to ,Congresrs in 1791 ,ﬂe :
also ordered that thek results of his work be aboard all U S..
ships as a method of providing ‘ah emergency sovurcé of :watexj

for merchant marine.

By the ena ‘v<>$f World ”W‘a'r II; the kU’. S. Né\}y éfnploy-ed
a vapokr compression cycle which ‘increased‘ the amount of
water produced with a pound of fuel. Immediately after the
wa‘/r, a university research gi'oup iﬁ Holland‘granted a license
for its electrodia‘lysi‘sf plants. ' The procéss was originally

used in milk whey prdduction.

In the early 1950's, only a few land-based desalting
plants were operating and the cost of producing fresh water

from the sea ranged upward from $4 per 1000 gallons. Now
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