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In h1s 1950 budget mes sage, Pre31dent Truman necommended:»
iegzslation to author:,ize gove:nment research inn econorn_:cral ‘/
metho.d’s of converting sea water.’ f Sever:al' bills \’rve‘re‘introdnced;
in response, but none passed Fanally, in i952 Congress
| ,passed a bill sponsored by the late Senator Clalr Engle (then :‘» :
‘representative) of Cahforma, author1z1ng a $Z m:.lllon, f:we-

year ‘:pf‘rogram to ‘develop low,-cost desaltmg.

Under t‘he Act, ithe Secret‘a,t'y o:dl:'fthel‘nter‘ior created the
Offzce of Salme Water (OSW) to conduct research and award
| contracts for technlcal development and fea.sxb:.lity studzes of
wn‘ew’ or 1’mp,roved"' prorcesses for low~cost' desalting of seaa o‘:r‘v :
br,arckihs'h v‘vater«s. Most of the OSW approprlatwns, wlnch o
now range from $25 $30 m1111on yearly, are used for contracts ,
fwith pr1vate compames’, researcha organizatlon,‘ un1vers1t1es, :
- and other Federal agenc1es mcludmg the Atormc Ener‘g"y‘
Commms»lon’ whlch also ha.s had additlonal 11m1ted funds for WOrk;’
‘in connectzon with the role of nuclear energy for“ the la:t"ge-’ :
scale desaltmg of sea water as well as other process apphcatlonsi;

~ such as the energY :center Con‘?ept“ »




