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In August of 1965, Congress enacted P.L. 89-118 which
expan;ied‘and accelerated the saline water conversion pft‘ogr‘am :
é,nd included technical development work on modules, cémpone'nts,
and pilot plants: The‘yylaw autbori;ed an _approp'riation p/f‘
$90 million~—pi‘us -add;:ltiohal s;1ms' not to exceed $189 ’migllion--'

to carry out the program during fiscal years 1967-72.

In 1967, the:enarctime‘rit oij. L 90-18 authorized fhe’ cbn;-
struction and operatiq‘n of a large dual)-pyurp‘os'é prototype sea
water desalting plant in partnérship with the Metrbbpolit;;;n B
Water District of Soui:hern ’California. Also éarticipétiﬁg in
the project were two privafe bpower’utilities and the Department
of Wate:; and Power of the City‘bqf Los Angeles.‘ The 'pr;oje‘c’:t““
failed to cé.rry forwérd because of estimated cost in(:r’eases’ ;
which would have resulted in the p;'oject not béing ’e'co‘nomical.
An amendment to the 196‘7 Act strengthened the concep’c;of test
beds and prototype plants as steps inv pfocéss devélopment and

designated the former demonstration plants as test beds.

In this same year, Senator Howard H. Bak-er of Ténheséee
introduced Senate Resolution 155. By its’ pa.SSé.ge on December 12,
1967, the Senate expféssed a strong concern to see desalting v
} technoiogy used to achieve peace in the Middle East as ériginally

proposed in the Eisenhower/Strauss plan.
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