08
si'gnificantly'd'e‘pé:‘nd'en't upon the concentration of salt in i;he
water supplied. ’Theei:%xembrane processes on the other hand
are quite dependent upbn the initial salt concentration as‘sjg
weil as its chemical composition. Costs for'membrane :
processes are thus more d1£f1cu1t to express as geﬁerahzked
‘values, ‘The 35 cents «per thousand gallons at Siesta Key
ils illustrative of 1000:f1400’ppm'brack1~sh water conversidn “ ”
costs using eiectrodiaiysis. This process is fairly well" :
developed ‘com‘me’rci‘ayl’ly'for capacities of 1 mg‘d’ and beléw.
: ‘Reverse oszﬁosis h‘a'é feache& conﬁmercial avé,ilé,bility and
use only in sizes up to 100, 000 galloné per day, hence, cc;st ‘
estimates aré not as f1rm as those for electrod1a1y51s and
dlstlllatmn in the 1 mgd size range. Best 1nd1¢at1ons from
~ the analysis of reverse; ‘0811"10518 pilot plants suggést costs
ofv 56 ﬁenté per thousaﬁd,gallons witb preseht mekm‘branes,
assuming a‘ énef-yeé;r fx:;embra’mne’ life for 3’000'ppm salinitsr
and 1 mgd capacity. ’I’he'ééaling economies for ’reve‘rse
osmosis uhits pfreéentiy' apéear to be much less fhaﬁ that for
distillation t‘t‘achnol‘ogy, and thé larébe 40-50 mgd réverse
osmosis plants may -wefll be4 only a *s*‘eiriesl‘ of smallef unité

installed to provide the desired capacity.
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