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to add,i‘tional water resources or to. gain public -acceptance fyo.vr;

the construction of new reservoirs. Tl(aesej problems will. be = .
magnified as the population grows and the Nation becomes even
more urbanized. Desalting offers the possibility -of economically
developing new water sources. It alsooffers the.p‘oss‘ibil}ity of -
""drought proofing'' an existing suppiy‘ thereby gr’ea;’tlky,'impr'mriing :
the firrfx supply at a relatively low cost. Low-cost desalting -
could also be used as an interim supply to defer construction of
additional reservoir and aqueduct capacitywith,savings in interest
costs and at the same .t'jr'ne per‘mit,thé?timel‘y; and ~fefficient. consoli-
dation of the ~wate,r;.supp'1y pr,obl.efn for a number of colmmunit»ie‘s -
into a single kregic}ina‘l project rather kthﬂ‘an by expensive piecemeal

development.

'L’ocalvwa’.t‘e;' shoftages cah ofteﬁ be r4n‘anifek‘s’tvali‘tioné of pro’kb"lem’s"
that aré regional iﬁ nature Apart from the poss1b111ty of prov1d1ng
a medmm ééale 1ntefim éupply‘for some commun1t1és in a reg1on
until sufficienf fequirefnénts exist to jusfify‘a regioﬁal ‘waf;e’r,
supply 5ystém, desalting can also provide:for large-’-scale»’ base
load-ed,water"sgppliyeé for coastal areas, Aisp., by exchéhge of
water with former inl,and"source,s‘,‘ it can provide supply ,fbr' some-

inland areas as well.
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