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also be profitable. ~'Ifhe're 'should be much closer liaison between
the Federal _agenc‘ifes»}involved in water planning as well, A
mechanism to bring relevant interests together is conta@ined%{in :

the recommendations of this report. -

;

d. Technical and Financial Assistance to Pioneer ?Wat_eir
" Authorities to Undertake Prototype Construction

The fnajof obetacles to impiementation of deselting
technology ‘are the first-of-a-kind costs and’ risks aSSOciateé |
‘with the developrnent-' and the refinement of that te:chnolog‘y;
Until a number of yeefs of; opter ating experience ’nas been ob—
tained u:nder‘»a veriet;r of conditions, the ﬁrst users be‘a_,‘r‘coists
and ecquireyknowledg‘e which perrnit s’uosequent nsere to""reéuce
costs and. 1tnprove effectiveness. If uncomp‘evnsated the pio%rzteei-’s‘r
subsidize the late cot'ners. Worse yet, the p1oneer1ng effor;ts

simply do not take place or take place too late to be effectwge.

Few public'water'supply agencies’ have eny expekri‘ence* %vh,et-
soever in we.ter‘ manufacturing by desalting; heznce, the;fe W111 be
an obviou‘s reluctance to adopt the nevt/ technologies even w}ien
anaiysis would indi‘cete tnajor ‘savings.b These risk enperi%ence,‘
and knowledge factors all suggest that kaddltlonal incentive \7;/111

be required if desalting technology is to be advanced to a vrable '
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