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addltional plants at Aquabar in the eastern province A U S
‘will supply these plants. = s
-(g) . As a direct outgrowth of OSW work at Freepor i Texas, U S mdustry

rm' Aqua»()‘hem B

supplied a 1 mgd VTE plant to the Virgin Islands. This plant has had the best -

_‘onstream record of all plants in the Vlrgm Islands and 1s producmg the lovvest' :
cost water in its size range. '

(h) Construction by industry of several reverse osmos1s plants up to 129,000 :

gpd capacity based on technology developed by OSW.
-(4y "Industrial sales of reverse ¢osmosis equipment developed for desalinatlon

apphcatlons to recover whey from:dairy wastes, enzymes from pharmaceutlcal* :

‘wastes and purification and reuse of papermﬂl wastes.

- Question 5. Has any thought been given to the applwatzon of new. fimmoing

techmques for the acquisition amz operation of municipal water plants which

" utilize the several desalting and waste water treatment ‘technologies? An ex--

ample would be the scheme put into opemtwn by the Italians in Bari and Sicily. -

- which consisted of establishing a revolving fund by the Italian government from

: which towns and municipalities can-borrow to oonstruct a desaltmg pl«mt and f
“repay it, with interest as an annual use charge. .

Answer, Some conmderatlon was given to possuble ﬁnancing techniques for e

i ‘municipal water supply desalting plants when new legislation to extend the
~ desalting program was recently being drafted. However, it was decided that

3 existing authority in other agencies to provide grants and/or loans for Water
treatment plants was sufficient to cover desalting plants. Subsequently, Section 7

of the Bill proposed by the Department states that “The Secretaries of Interior;
: _Defense State; Agriculture ; Commerce; Health, Educatlon, and Welfare; and
Housing and Urban Development, the Atorme Energy Commission and the Ad-

ministrator of the Environmental Protection Agency shall each cooperate and

coordinate their respective programs to effectuate the purposes of this Aect; and
to the extent possible shall utilize their respectlve grant aid and loan pfrograms o
“to advance the purposes of this Act.” o

- Question 6. In view. of the fact that desaltmg ts merely (mother process of'*

; promdmg additional useable water from both sea water and bmomsh water as- L
well as waste water, has there been any improvement in the funding of plants

through the normal government ageney channels, such as HUD, EDA, ete.? In
short, is desaltmg technology being dccepted as a viable and competttwe tech-
nology along with the conventional ways-of promdmg water to cities and muni-
cipalities and, therefore, bemg funded under the’ same rules as oonstmctum of
wells, pipelines, reservoirs and dams? ;
‘Answer. In the past, apparently there: has not been a great deal of consndera-,_, :

tion given to: fundmg of desalting plants through the normal Government:agency. ‘“

" channels. We are taking steps to improve the famiharlty of HUD, FHA, and
EDA personnel with the current status of desalting to show to them ‘that it is ;
now available. commermally for desalting applications for water supply. Thef,

reply to Question 5, concerning ‘the proposed legislation, is another step to'in-. -

crease:-the. funding aectivity in connection with the. desalting plants. At the pres

ent time HUD is considering an appllcatmn from. the Foss Reservoir Master
Conservancy District for assistance in funding a 3 mgd bracklsh vvater desaltingg‘

plant for municipal and industrial supply.. - .
Question 7. In view of the fact that the Depamtment of the Intemor through
" the Bureau of Reclamation, for years has had the authomty to construct water.
- resource facilities, including municipal water supplies in special instances, where
- does the Department stand in applying the same financing logic to desalting

. processes which meet the requirements for additional water and for better qual- k

ity water? The point of the question is that, if the Department ewercises its

authority to fund water programs with low interest loans and reasonadle repay-

ment schedules, why should not the same funding criteria be applied in provid-

ing desalting plants.as an alternatwe water source, e@ther by itself or as pwrt of Ta

a larger, overall program?

Answer. The Office of - Sahne Water is charged \mth the development of desalt-’ o

“ing technology and is not involved in providing water supplies for municip: 1

industrial or agricultural uses.’ “When this techhology has been demonstrated as e

an economically viable means of meeting ma;;or water supply requirements, it

will be recommended that it be considered in the same light: as. otherFederal; o

water supplv programs relatlve to methods of ﬁnancmg



