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‘«'practicable»time' and directed. the Secretary of the Interior to

Present legislation ln 1954 to accomplish this obJectlve w1th

v respect to certain geographic areas and groups- of Indlans California
was one of the areas specified, Such a hill was introduced in 1954 :
and hearlngs held (Joint Hearings Before Subcommlttees of the
'Commlttees on Interior and Insular Affairs 83rd Cong,, 2d Sess.,
- S. 2749 and H,R, 7322) but no. further actlon was taken In. 1958"
‘the Rancheria Act ‘was passed which prov1ded for. the distribution :
of lands and assets of varlous rancherlas and reservatlons 1n
‘Californla

- The Department through the Bureau of Indian: Affairs had been r”'

‘preparlng durlng the SO's for’ complete Federal W1thdrawa1 from the,;ﬁ
admlnlstration of Indlan affalrs in Callfornla Durlng this decade
rresponsibllity for educatlon and welfare services for Indians was
taken over by ‘the state and its subd1v151ons Under Public Law
280, 52253 the - state also assumed responsiblllty for malntaining
.1aw and order 1n the remalnlng areas of Indian country.

In sum ‘the pollcy of Congress and the Executlve during the
~decade of the 50's was one of termlnatlon generally, w1th partlcular;"
_emphasis on Callfornla and certain other areas, It was into this,.
ambrence that the Equalization Act uas launched in 1959, Although ‘

& it was ant1c1pated at the time by the Congress and the Department
hthat the Federal trust’ respon51b111ty for Indlan lands in Callforniaa
“ would soon be termlnated the 1959 Act d1d not effect this and no
further steps toward that end have been taken 81nce.‘
; ; ,
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