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CONCLUSION

~ The principal conclusion we draw from our investigation is>that
the guardianship and conservatorship system ﬁnder which the property
of a majority of Ehe members of the Agua Caliente Band is Being
administered has been4intolerably cbstly to the Indians in both
~ human and economic terms, | |

While we must observe also that it has Béen extremely profitable
kfor‘a few non4Indians, we would céutioh'agaiﬁst,being distracted by
this fadt’frOm the essential vice of the éystem which, as stated,
is its inordinate cost to’the Indiéns.

It is 1mp6rtant tokkeep in mind that the function of this
system, on the economic side, is the conservation; developmenijand
production‘of the indiaﬁs' property. It‘ié_in terms‘of'thé perforj
ﬁance 0f this‘function that it must finally be ev&luate&. |

Quite apart frOm'consideration‘of'héw honestiy or effitiently :
it is administered,’a system whose fynction is the production of
pfoperty which consumes so large a »art of whatéit produces;in
administrative expenses, in our vieﬁ, must be judged abérrant.’

On the human side, the function of the:syétém is to equip the -
Indians to take over the management of theirkown prdperty énd‘affair;;
Judged in terms of the performance of this function, we submit that

it has failed even more distréssingly than on the economic side.
With few exceptioné, talks with the adult members of the Band who

have been subjected to it disclosed feelings of frustration, disgust,
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