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quest of the OOmmlsswucr of Indian Aft‘ams to Mr. Hill by letter of J anuary 18 i
1967, for a supplemental investigation and recommendations,
In mid April of this year I was requested by Mr. Homer B. Jenkins, Direetor ‘

of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Palm Springs office, to confer with him concern-. 7 '

ing a recent order from the State court barring Bureau of Indian: Affairs repre-
sentatives from taking active part in reviewing and commenting on matters

and fees involving eonservatorshlps and guardianships of the Agua Oahénte, B

Indlans

After generally familiarizing myself with the matters contained in our files

I decided to personally look into the situation in Palm Springs. For this purpose,
along with Mr. Berkson of my staff, I went to Palm Spmngs and spent several
days (May 3-5) interviewing various people and perusing several files in the -

Palm Springs Indian office. During our stay in Palm Springs we attempted to

and I-believe succeeded in 1nterV1erW1ng at least one spokesman for: each of: the
various interests involved. v

As a result of the foregoing, I have concluded that the Palm Springs situra-
tion has again reached the ecrisis stage and, in.my opinion, is in need of imme-
diate attention and action by the Department to forestall what may soon be-
‘come a public scandal reflecting adversely not only upon the Department O'en-‘«
erally but also upon the Solicitor’s office if we fail to aet in these circumstances

In summary, these are my conclusions:

“(a) The Agua Caliente Indians are, renerally speakmg, conztmrmng to be v1c-
timized by various individuals who are directly involved in the guardianship and
conservatorship prooedures set up at the request of the Department and-osten-
sibly under the supervision and guidance of the California State courts.

(b) The Indians, due to a variety of reasons, are unable to extricate them-

selves from this situation without government assistance, either Federal or State.
(¢) This situation has become practically common knowledge in the Palm

. Springs area and is on the verge of public exposure through the press or the - '

courts as evidenced by recent visits and inquiries from the Los Angeles Times
and American Civil Liberties Union.

In my view the Department should and does have a contlnumg interest in the

administration of these fiduciary relationships, which were in the main mstl—
gated at our request albeit pursuant to Congressional direction.

In the light of the foregoing I intend to recommend that nnmedlate cons1dera—,
tion be given: to the following:

(a) The appointment of a Secretarial task force, 1nelud1ng representatlon'

from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Solicitor’s office, and the Agua Caliente
Tribe to investigate this situation in detail and make reeommendatmns for.”
corrective procedures, including possible legislation. ' ° :

(b) In the interim, I suggest that:

(1) we seek the COOperatmn of the Agua Caliente 'T’rlbal Councﬂ to WOI‘k Wlth,, i
the Palm Springs Bureau of Indian Affairs office to provide legal and financial 'y

advice to the Indians on personal matters in order to avoid claims for extra-

ordinary fees in connection with the guardianghips and the eonservatmshlps
(2) that we make a formal request to the Superior Court to appoint a repre- -

sentative from' the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Agua Caliente ‘Band as

amicus curiage for the purpose of reviewing and commenting on fees, petxtlons,_u ~
and other proceedings 1nv01v1ng conservatorshlps or guardlanships of Agua

Caliente Indians.
(3) that the position of Resources Trust Officer:in the Palm . Sprlngs Bureau

of Indian Affairs office, which is currently vacant, be filled by someone with legal "

: trammg, and that he be the Bureau of Indian Aﬁalrs representatlve des1gnated
as amicus.

(4) that we explore the pOSSlbllity of ~seeking a change of venue from thetl‘“‘a

courts sitting in Indio to those sitting in Riverside.:

(5) have one or more attorneys from the Regional Sohcltor S ofﬁce des1gnated;
by the Department of Justice to represent. ‘the Bureau of Indian Affairs and/or
the Indmns in State court proceedmgs 1nvolv1ng these matters where necessary

Cuarres R. REnva,
Regwnal Solicitor, Sacramento 'Region.

Mr. Epmonpson. Our first witness here this morning, and 1. am

going to ask him to step to the microphone which has been reserved for :

Wltnesses, is the chairman of the tribal council for the Agua Cahente
Band of Mission Indians, Mr. J oseph Pitrick Patencio.” ~
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