I would like to quote from a Jetter from the U.S, Department of
Justice, dateq October 6, 1967 - :

The Depantmen_.t of Justice hag every confidence in the jury System, for the
determjn'ati'on of the issuye of just compensation in land condemnation cases as
well -ag for other purposes. The Department’s long e€xperience with both the Jjury
System ang the commissioner System in condemnation cases indiea-tes; a pre-
bonderance of advantages in the use of the jury sSystem.

I would also like to point out ang include herein 5 resolution adopted
by the Genera] Assembly of the State of Tennessee ang approved by
the Governor relating to thig matter : ,

STATE op TENNESSEE, GENERAT, ASSEMBLY

House Jorny RESOLUTION No. 29

A resolution ,petivti‘oﬂning and memorializi-ng the Uniteq Stateg Congress to
amend the Tennessee Valley Auyth-o;m'ty Act of 1933 to provide that either party,
} ng the condemnation of land by the TVA, may demanqd g Jjury

fon. )

A resolution Detitioning and memvoriralizing the Congresg of the Uniteg States
to enact legislation amending the Tennessee Valley Au-thor.ity Act of 1933 to
Drovide that the issue of just compensation may be tried by a jury in any case
involving the condemnation of ithe reg] broperty, by the Tennessee Valley Ay-
th=0r1ty, and that the Congress glve consideration to the bassage of HR, 4846,
on this subject. . : ‘ B

hereas, The brinciple of trial by Jury is q cherigheq part: of the System of
jurisprudence of ithe American beople andg has, since the birth of the Republic,
been considered ag the individuap’y greatest bulwark of "freedom and ;

hereas, In Dractically every statute DProviding for the condemnation of pri-
vate Droperty under the laws of eminent domain, the land owner is entitled to
have g Jury trial for the determin,a'tienwof the ‘compensation to ‘which the property
owner may pe entitled for the taking of the lang by eondemnation Proceedings
and ; ; .
Whereas, The Tennessee Valley Authority Act of 1933 (16 U.8.C. 831x), is
unique in that it provides for the taking of land under the Powery of eminent
- domain by ithe Tennessee Valley Austhoriity Without granting to the broperty

owner the safeguard of g Jury trial, ang in faect brohibits the use iof g jury in

such cases, and; . ‘ ]

hereag, Under the Drocedure now in effect under the TVA Aet the only ap-
peal is to g three (J udge federa] court, or upon waiver to g one Judge federal
court, where the case ig tried . vupon the written 'tes:timrony adducedq before the
Commissioners appointed underthe Act to awarqg damages ang H

Whereas, Legislation hag been introduced in the Congress of ‘the Uniteq States
by H.R. 4848, Dbroposing to amend said Te nessee Valley Authority Act to pro-
vide that either party to such éondemnation suits may demand q Jury: Now,
therefore, be it )

Resolveq by the House of Repmscnmtives of the E’ighty~Fifth General As.
semply of the State of Ten-nes'sae, the Senate Concurring, That We reiterate our
belief in the principle of trial by Jury, ang that we memorialize gng Detition ‘the




