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Dr. Buomstein. Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee,
I am honored to have the opportunity to contribute to your delibera-
tions concerning the need for research and development in the control
of crime, and on the possibilities of using the resources of the Federal
laboratories to meet these needs.

Although I speak today only as a private individual and not as a
representative of any organization, my remarks are based on the in-
vestigations I conducted as Director of the Science and Technology
Task Force of the President’s Commission on. Law Enforcement and
A dministration of Justice.

It was during that period that I became impressed with both the
urgent needs for a research and development program and the im-
portant contribution it could make in creating a criminal justice sys-
tem that is both more fair and more effective.

In my testimony I would like first to demonstrate the urgent need
for such a research and development program and the potential im-
provements that could result from it. T would then like to indicate
sc&me of the requirements for laboratories that will participate in that
effort.

Need for research and development

Our Task Force on Science and Technology was composed largely
of scientists and engineers experienced in modern technology, much
of it deriving from work with military weapon systems. We were all
amazed at the primitive level of technology with which the criminal
justice system is forced to do its job.

In general, we were surprised to learn how undercapitalized is the
criminal justice system: A $3,000 investment in a police car supports
a $100,000 annual patrol operation; over 85 percent of most police
budgets are used to pay salaries.

Some policemen are forced to stand idle on a street corner even
though there may be an emergency nearby simply because they have no
portable radios by which headquarters could reach them.

Motorized policemen who leave their radio-equipped cars cannot
call for help if they are attached because they now have no link to




