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activities by the responsible agencies, and to study areas of basic re-
search where gaps or undesirable overlapping of support may exist,
and shall recommend to the heads of agencies concerning the support
given to basic research. , v

Swe. 4. As now or hereafter authorized or permitted by law, the
Toundation shall be increasing!y responsible for providing support by
the Federal Government for general-purpose basic research through
contracts and grants. The conduct and support by other Federal agen-
cies of basic research in arms which are closely related to their mis-
sions is recognized as important and desirable, especially in response
to current national needs, and shall continue.

Src. 5. The Foundation, in censultation with educational institu-
tions, the heads of Federal agencies, and the Commissioner of du-
cation of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, shall
study the effects upon educational institutions of Federal policies and
administration of contracts and grants for scientific research and de-
velopment, and shall recommend policies and procedures which will
promote the attainment of general national research objectives and
realization of the research needs of Federal agencies while safeguard-
ing the strength and independence of the Nation’s institutions of
learning.

Skc. 6. The head of each Federal agency engaged in scientific re-
search shall make certain that effective executive, organizational, and
fiscal practices exist to ensure (a) that the Foundation is consulted on
policies concerning the support of basic research, (b) that approved
scientific research programs conducted by the agency are reviewed
continuously in order to preserve priorities in research efforts and to
adjust programs to meet changing conditions without imposing un-
necessary added burdens on budgetary and other resources, (c¢) that
applied research and development shall be undertaken with suflicient
consideration of the underlying basic research and such other factors
as relative urgency, project costs, and availability of manpower and
facilities, and (d) that, subject to considerations of security and ap-
plicable law, adequate dissemination shall be made within the Federal
Government of reports on the nature and progress of research projects
as an aid to the efficiency and economy of the overall Federal scientific
research program.

Src. 7. Federal agencies supporting or engaging in scientific
research shall, with the assistance of the Foundation, cooperate in an
effort to improve the methods of classification and reporting of scien-
tific research projects and activities, subject to the requirements of
security of information.

Src.'S. To facilitate the efficient use of scientific research equipment
and facilities held by Federal agencies:

(a) the head of each such agency engaged in scientific research shall,
to the extent practicable, encourage and facilitate the sharing with
other Federal agencies of major equipment and facilities;

(b) a Federal agency shall procure new major equipment or facili-
ties for scientific research purposes only after taking suitable steps to
ascertain that the need cannot be met adequately from existing inven-
tories or facilities of its own or of other agencies;and

(c¢) the Interdepartmental Committee on Scientific Research and
Development shall take necessary steps to ensure that each IFederal



