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Then you come to what we call an open cut mine and strip mining
which sounds the same but is consi derably different. In this case I have
the ground line here, the coal bed lying h We start out along the
outcropping of the coal where it is either thin due to poor cover or due
to lack of stability of cover and open, what we call the first cut here.
That would be this area here.

e pile the dirt out here and the machine comes down through and
takes the coal out. The stripping machine is the eady to start on the
second cut. That is this area right in here. He takes this dirt out and
piles it here on the second cut.

The loading shovel follows through, takes the coal out and so forth.
Then you just keep continuing ac up and down the pit as you
advance. This could cover a considerable area, depending of cou
the thickness of the coal seam. Most of the coal seams averace out
around 5 feet or so in thickness. This is just a plan of the same thing. As

1d you, I hurried through it.

Here is the stripping shovel back here doing the st
covering this portion of the overburden. He is si
cause this is a shovel. He is taking this dirt anc
him is the coal.

Now if you can visualize, he has been throu; here ahead

1 hovel taking out the coal that he had uncovered with the
stripper of the pit before and he leaves a trough here in the coal so
that the str » shovel can then dump into the next cut as that

ust advance along there. When you get to the end you
y in-one pit after another.
e 1 you had two seams or three
seams, and so forth. This is an artist’s conception of one of our pi
en th ge shovels which have gotten a lot of publicity.
If T had the gift of words t some  of them have here, T eould
2o into the ine, but it is an engineering master-
i i ] from the top of the boom to the ground. The
ay, will mo ards of dirt, which is around 19¢
long on the coal, and takes the
overburden off, puts it in the area where the coal has been loaded be-
fore. So you see there is 100 percent recov y of the coal. The over-
burden is moved from this pit over to here in much the same wav
as you would plow one fur
When you get to the last cut you have what the farmers
row. This is the open pit that is left at the end.
r coal formations in the U

under them. This fire clay rvious to water.

last pit open, the impervious bottom, get rmed. In
many areas all over the country you can see the lakes that are formed
from the strip mine pits.

Now I just wanted to go over this hurriedly to show you the differ-

in the strip mining of coal and the s rip mining of other min-
able difference but even in the strip mining

erable difference.
xample, we operate in 36 strip mines in different States. The

s from 15 inches in thickness to 12 feet in thickness. The pitch
of the seam varies from zero d grees, or flat, to more than a 20-percent
pitch. The quality varies from less than 10,000 Btu per pound to more
than 18,000 Btu per pound.




