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for our own companies but fur Ior al and 5tate officials, under:the mining regula-
tions of loc nd- S | ) de progr It would cut down
and in the end serve no useful

ive aspeet of mined land reclamation. You may be inter-
ested to know that some of the seeding now is done by airplane, some by heli-
he airplanes fly only a few feet off the -ground. They can do in three
at it onee took a ground cr i y days:to ac
ng d()ne even in the m(mntalnou,\ Uountrv of
nee wa hnut

eulve Way of g ‘bt.m
ing, we now have what is knuwn
eeder 1& mounted on a truck; it mi ]

d espe-

y ube seedlings to try to find better
urvive. This has been oni f our major problems
rate O\f se(wdlm oy and | pldnw. juswt as you may

we are
tubeling i

X ansplanmln g, whloh
»ounts for most \S‘eedling fail‘ure‘s, is minimized. Fomestl experty say that
these tubelings then can be planted throug.‘hout the entire growing season. Cur-
rently, seedling met; s are limited to spr 8
In Ohio, mined land reclaimer i nded vegetation process to
minimize plant losses which eccur when the delicate roots of . edlings dry out
during shipping rage and field planting. By coating the seedling roots with a
protective clay, we are finding that the hair ts can be kept moist, and they
have a much better chance of survival.

e also are continuing to experiment with equipment to get the best possible
use out of it in land reclamation. For example, we use different types of bull-
dozer blades, so that we can do the most effective job in the most economical

y ve to lav out 1ch job independently because no two are alike. We are

use of draglines, so that they will deposit topsoil
> around. For the first time we are using rock-
3 ouf of leclalmed areas. Then the seeds and ground

too fa y rankr a company by spendmg more money on re la; fmon
than i Wort:h to get th al out of the ground. We therefore must proceed with
caution and planning. We have ito consider not only cost, but the season, and
st important factor of all—time. Progress cannot be made overnight.

time to reclaim the land and to get it back into the best pos-

S g. As has
¢ strip mining any comn-
sequence, already have their ow 7 State officials are acquainted with local
topography and local condit .. They are in the best pos n to deal with
what we concede to be a p:
mpler to change state regulat;
he proper and orderly way to proceed.

Where one layer of authority is imposed on top of another, then jealousy
and conflicting regulations inevitably result. In many cases those who are
trying to enforce the regulations simply have not had the experience to deal
with the problem. We maintain that progress only can be made if th rho
have had the experience and know the techniques are permitted to do the job.
We must have flexibility to deal with the problems as they come up.

Gentlemen, it is to our interest to restore the land to productive use, rather
than be saddled with acres of taxable but useless and unsaleable property.
As the land is restored, it will continue to benefit all of our citizens.

I am a coal miner, not a legislator. I have my own ideas about some of our




