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simple economics, be impossible for stone producers to comply with
and. still remain competitive in the pricing of their products )

First, given the extremely long life of the typical stone quarry, 1t
is plain that no meaningful plan for the reclamation work can be
developed before operations are commenced.

Yet, under these proposals, stone producers would be required, not
only to develop such a plan and have it approved, they would also be
required to post a performance bond in an amount “adequate to insure
the land is reclaimed.”

T would say here that just how any bonding company, in these cir-
cumstances, could be persuaded to issue such a performance bond
completely eludes us.

Second, given the extremely small amount of overburden and other
nonsalable material which remains after production at the typical
quarry, it is obvious that to require the Jand on which the quarry
Tocated to be “returned to original condition,” would place an impos-
S burden upon the operator.

plications of such a x rirement cannot reasonably be

Plain , they would be stag ring, particularly when it
is considered that this cost impact would have to be borne by
uet which, at present, sells on the average for approximat
a tomn.

This cost impact would place crushed stone at a severe and prob-
ably impossible disadvantage with other materials with which it is
strongly competitive in many market Those other materials are
normally obtained by either dredging o erations or surface mining
operations of a relatively shallow nature which would not rise to
such substantial mation costs as would be the case with

The extremely severe and disproportionate pact which these

equirements would have upon stor Jucers’ operations would be
oreatly magnified, moreover, in their apy lication to currently existing
operations.

Thus, a typical quarry which had been in o tion for 60 years and
which had a remaining productive life of another 20 years would ha
to recover the cost for reclaiming the results ot 80 vation
from the sales for 20 years of production. As a result, one effec
enactment of these proposals would undoubtedly be to caus
mature closing of many ng operations so as to avoid being
to these requirements. '

Such premature closings of existing ope -ations not only would
cause many employees to lose their jobs; it would ¢
Jdiminution of the available sources of stone which can meet the in-
creasingly stringent specifications which are seing imposed by Fede
and State agencies as well as by the private construction indus

lingly, all Government-sponsored construction activitie
ay programs, dams, bridges, and airports as well as pri
~tion would be confronted by shortages and delays i i
their supplies of stone, base course, concrete, and other building mate-
rials, not to mention incre in the prices of those essential suppli

These effects which ¢ proposals would have upon the crushed
stone industry make plain that they have been developed without any
consideration whatever being given to the impact which they would
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