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TABLE 2.—STATUS OF LAND DISTURBED BY STRIP AND SURFACE MINING IN THE UNITE STATES AS OF JAN. 1,
1965, BY STATE

[Thousands of acres]
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1 Compiled from data supplied by Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. .

2 Data compiled from reports submitted by the States on U.S. Department of the Interior form 6-1385X, from Soil Cone
servation Service U.S. Department of Agriculture, and estimat

3 Less than 100 acres.
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Senator Mercarr. Thank you, Mr. Johnson, for your statement.
Senator Jordan.

Senator Jorpan. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You three witnesses for
the American Iron Ore Association, I must say, have made a very
convincing case for your opposition to this legislation.

Mr. Jornson. Thank you.

Senator JorpaN. What, may I ask, economic use is made of these
lands before you move in to remove the iron ore? I am speaking now
of the Minnesota and Michigan areas about which you have testified
for the most part.

Mr. Jounson. Would you undertake that ?

Mr. Boentse. The movement into this area was before I arrived
in the area. However, this area in Minnesota was originally opened
up by those who were seeking timber. Then, shortly after these people
arrived it was recognized there was firon ore there. I feel that the
people who directed exploration in the early days did a fantastic job
in delimiting the firon ore areas, especially on the Mesabi Range.

To answer your question, maybe I can mention what use is being
made of the area immediately south and immediately north of the
Mesabi Range. Immediately south there are extremely large areas
which are spruce and tamarack swamps, which have essentially no
use because the area immediately north begins to enter into different
tvnes of vegetation, different types of area.

Tt is used for recreation. It is used for timber cutting, logging. Be-
cause of the climate in our area, farming is a very difficult industry.
There is some dairy farming. There has been the beginning of some
cattle raising. Really the area that we live in—if we could transport




