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S. 3132 IS A SOUND BEGINNING

Of the three bills being considered by the committee, S. 3126 and S. 3132
are directed toward surface mining- alone, while S. 217 concerns only coal
mining, both surface and underground. We believe the evidence is clear that con-
trols are needed for surface mining of all kinds, eovering a variety of minerals.
Consequently, we urge the committee to take the approach embraced by S. 3126
and S. 3132,

In developing a national surface mine policy it is important that Congress
not complicate its administration. 8. 3126 might do so. Under its provisions both
the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture would be respon-
sible for administering the program. The Secretaries acting together would
establish federal standards and criteria for the reclamation of past and future
surface mined areas. Together they would approve and constantly evaluate the
state plans submitte or future mining operations. Finally, under S. 3126

i acting individually, would divide the respon bility for
technical and financ amation aid. In initiating a new federal program we
believe that Congres; a cumbersome administrative approach.

In general The Conservation Foundatior supports the approach outlined in
S. 3132. Its enactment would be a significant first step t a more compr
hensi el onmental protection program relating to past as well as future
surf i

Under 3
matching funds t y nnt e plans for the regu-
lation of future surface mining, State plan would then be submitted to the €
tary. Those meeting certain 1i guidelines would be appr 1 by the Secretary.
The Secretary would devise federal regulations y hich do not submit

lans, do not abide by the plans submitted, or refuse to make certain revisions
deemed necessary by the Secretary.

The bill would establish an advisory group appointed by the Secretary of the
Interior. It provides for injunctive relief by the Attorney General to prevent vi
lation of federal standards, or state ndards where the interstate commerce
is involved. It would authorize the etary to conduct and promote research to
carry out the purposes of the act would establish a Mined Lands Reclama-
tion Fund supported by Congressional appropriations and other fees collected
under the act. In addition, the bill would require other federal agencies to
regulate and reclaim surface-mined areas on federal lands, provided that the
standards prescribed are at least equal to the approved standards issued for the
state in which the lands are located.

8. 313 izes the vital role that must be played by the states in regulating

mining. Recently Kentucky, Pennsylvani , and W inia have made
significant statutory and regulatory s ces rd more adequate environ-
mining. It should not be difficult, in view of their
or e states to expand their laws to encompass all forms
An examination of some of the best exist g state 1
indi ¥ f 8. 3132 would create no
ficulti " y Indeed, states with pr i 0 aion should
come the requirement that neighb states mtu ) maintain high
conservation standards, thus ensuring that there will be no cornpetitive dis-
advantage resulting from conservation practic

In requiring state standards and plans iture surface mining operations

the bill follows the general pattern of recent air and water pollution cont
ation—that is, the states have the initial opportunity and responsibility to
The bill recognizes, however, that surfac 0 0ls require simpler
istrative arrangements than those n and water pol-

1. The two repor \ e Dep nent of Inte the interim “Study of Strip
and Surface Mining i ppalachia”, and final report, “Sur Mining and Our
i indicate that we kno ) nviron-
mental damage from surface mining artions a N ined
C > a on the environmental
¢ mining comparable to that required in the field of air pollut
A requirement for development of such ecriteria in advance would unnece
delay the proposed program.

he proposed surface mining controls relate only to future surface mining
operations. Whereas air and water pollution control may require the installation
of new equipment at established operations, the surface mine program would
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