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8. It will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to establish a nationwide
program which will have the flexibility needed to meet the w1 ly varied condi-
tions throughout the nation. The Rocky N ountam Reomn h s entirely different
geographical, geological and climatic comn Ves
Appalachian states. Even within individual
ditions to consider. In Wyoming there is a wide variation in altltude unﬁdll
and soil conditions, and what will prove an effective ¢
may be entirely unsatisfactory one hundred miles away.

4. State regulation can be accomplished with muc se than federal
regulation. The separate states can assume the add 1 rey ibilities with a
minimum of additional em; . ral progra voul Juire a agency,
or a widely expanded existing agency.

5. Additional research in problems of revegetating lands in the semi-arid areas
of the West can be conducted by the several state universities. This research
should be a responsibility of the individual states and should not be dependent
upon federal subsidy.

6. There is much merit in encouraging the states to accept full respo

rface-mined lands. The cooperation of the people at
the grass roots 1 Jolve a problem is to be preferred over a federal compul-
sory program.

7. 8. 3132 does not adeq y protect the state, the mine operator or the land
owner from arbitrary decisions or actions by the Secretary of the Interior or his
agents.

We in Wyoming would like to re: ‘ec‘tfully suggest and urge that states with
similar problems resulting from surface mining be allowed ‘the opportunity to
coopex*a;te regionally 1n solwnw their pr oblmm in thl,s ﬁel States could cooperate
in developing 1 2 b 2 . g ould be recom-
mended. Rehal i 1s
W r'k (”ould l)e avoided. ) on any compe
ti i ns could be
prevented.

Activity in this regard in the Rocky Mountain area
coordinated through the Federation of Rocky Mour
the pleasure to serve as chai n. The Natural Ri
tion would be most e
ing to state legislation which would
states in solving the problems that are common to all (,vf them.

Thank you.

STATEMENT OF R. W. BEAMER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, THE WYOMING MINING
ASSOCIATION

To the honorable chairman and members of the Senate Commlttee on Interlor
and Insular Affa The Wyoming on i - tion of 32
mining companies, the allied industries, an '. i s. It i d all major
mineral producers in the State of Wvommo The nunemls produoed by these com-
panies include : bentonite, coal, g m, iron ore, limestone, trona, uranium, and
miscellaneous quarry products. Many of these minerals are p; duced from surf:we
mines.

Much of our mineral development has occurred during th st 15 years. The
mining and proc ng of minerals has » an important in the nomy
of our State. It provides employment f pr imately 4,000 men and ad‘ds nub~
stantially to the tax base. Its produc i < s
Nation. The State of Wyoming has en‘deavmed to en\('uumoe those deve] ng
mineral resources so that its economy I T,

Proposed legislation, such as 8. 3132 a simi i s of concern to our
industry. We do not consider it to be the b ; )rroctm problems
which may result from surface mining op { y
States, with the cooperation of the surface mine opera aml other intere ted
parties, can solve any problems with a minimum of @dmln]w rative costs. It is a
function which the States can and should be pemnmted to perform.

Approximately four years ago, the Wyoming mining industry began working §
on problems connected with surface mining. It was found that the most difficult
problem was the revegetation of disturbed lands. Most of these lands were
sparsely vegetated and may be called “sage brush lands” because of limited rain-
fall and the predominance of sage brush. One mining company granted the Uni-




