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The Commission recommends that the federal government,
acting with state and local governments where necessary, re-
form the existing welfare system to:

o Establish uniform national standards of assistance at least as
high as the annual “poverty level” of income, now set by the
Social Security Administration at $3,335 per year for an urban
family of four. )

© Require that all states receiving federal welfare contributions
participate in the Aid to Families with Dependent Children—
Unemployed Parents program (AFDC-UP) that permits assist-
ance to families with both father and mother in the home, thus
aiding the family while it is still intact.

® Bear a substantially greater portion of all welfare costs—at least
90 percent of total payments.

e Increase incentives for seeking employment and job training, but
remove restrictions recently enacted by the Congress that would
compel mothers of young children to work.

© Provide more adequate social services through neighborhood
centers and family-planning programs.

e Remove the freeze placed by the 1967 welfare amendments on
the percentage of children in a state that can be covered by
federal assistance.

o Eliminate residence requirements.

As a long-range goal, the Commission recommends that the
federal government seek to develop a national system of in-
come supplementation based strictly on need with two broad
and basic purposes:

@ To provide, for those who can work or who do work, any neces-
sary supplements in such a way as to develop incentives for
fuller employment;

© To provide, for those who cannot work and for mothers who
decide to remain with their children, a minimum standard of
decent living, and to aid in the saving of children from the
prison of poverty that has held their parents.



