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the crime-ridden areas of -the city until order is restored. Semi-martial law is
not a pleasant idea. There seems, howerver, little choice.

The lack of choice is demonstrated by the arson rate alone. Not counting the
488 intentional fires during the four-day riot period, there were 178 arsons or
suspected arsons during April. This compares to 87 in the same month last year —
an inecrease of nearly 1009%. The wave of burning continues this month.

In the face of such evidence, we are forced to conclude that use of troops is
the only immediate and practical way to restore order.
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[Washington Post, May 17, 1968]

An Open Letter
to the President of the United Staftes
and the Mayor of Washington

* It.can happen here. The District of
Columbia has become a disaster ereg
4nd a bautleground. The field of combat
is clearly defined. Tt is it: the minds of the
fireLreahere—and thuse ~ho ure tempt-
ed ta break the faw, 1Jur most powerful
weapon niust be knowledge that the law
will be enforced ~fairly and firmly.

The ultimate restraint for the lawe
less is not jail. Tt is the passihility of jsil.
Whea that possibility is diminished by
lax law enforcement, crime becomes 4
way of life. When lawlessness is blinked
at, we're evehall to eyeball with enarchy;
“window shoppers™ are encoursged—to
bre ok the window. Give a potentis] crimi-
aul an inch and he'll teke everything he
can get, along with humen life.

There are those who think thet to
deplorethe increase in the spicel of eritne
hrands one a reactionary. We ag rot
senctionaries but if we did not resct te

the growing lewlessness in our city =hth
aimem ané protost, we wonléd be ircosgon
sible citizers.

Ve reepactflisly urge you, Mr, Presi-
dont sud Ve Mayor, while you seek
from Congrees the needed legisletion for
the disedvrantoded, o seck also laws
which will protect dll ¢itisens from Hve
sponsibde clementd in-the commeni- »
ty~end to seck thz manss, if in your
opinion yoa o act fave thomy to euloree
those lows. Wit ork 104 to caforer end
reinfaces thefiow's prozsase—to olter tho
present chmete whick ketps veldsmen of
netionel meacfockesoss from visiting oue
stonet i the Washington gres because of
denger on the stroctn 2od peoveath the
lew-gbiding from toisd Ebont theiclawtul

bbrs, arsoniefs ¢id murdererm — to. -

wsohiove sefety i qur oy and pesed
home.
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