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inexcusable wrong was committed to all the students of Wakefield High School as
a result of this negligent and irresponsible reporting.

The Negro students of Wakefield deserve every honor for their behavior on that
day. They, and many white students, assembled in a peaceful demonstration of
their grief over the tragic murder of Martin Luther King. There were no fights
and no sign of violence of any sort. Instead, there were some of the most eloquent
and moving speeches by the students I have ever heard on the subject of racial
problems.

Their behavior should serve as an example of what can be gained where people
use reason instead of violence.

WHITE STUDENT AT WAKEFIELD.

AFTER 44 YEARS IN BUSINESS

SIR: We are owners of a hardware store in Northeast Washington. We write in
behalf of the many who share our problems. We have obeyed the laws, paid our
taxes, and insured ourselves, though it was expensive. We are more than equal-
opportunity employers, as the majority of our help is Negro, and has been for
years. We have been father-confessor, banker, and adviser to our customers, with
whom we have dealt honestly and fairly. We are charter members of the Business
and Professional Association of Far Northeast, and have worked diligently for
local improvements and closer cooperation between consumers and merchants. We
are for civil rights for all men.

Prior to April, 1968, we had lost money on bad checks, burglary, shoplifting,
and vandalism, all repaired or replaced at our expense. We have taken needed
hours from our business to sit in court at the request of police, only to see the
judges postpone the cases or dismiss the defendant. We are constantly in need of
more reliable help. We have had trouble for years.

Since April 5, 1968, we have been the victims of repeated looting, and vandal-
ism. Our store was closed for two weeks in order to repair the major damage done
to us on that date. Since we reopened for business, we have been broken into
twice and have had numerous broken windows and doors.

Insurance may or may not cover a portion of these expenses. The bills for
repairs to our property, and merchandise and equipment that was damaged or
stolen are arriving daily. We have lost our expected busy spring season. We are
frustrated with the past and pessimistic about the future.

Now, we receive word that the insurance on our building is to be canceled.
Since conditions in the District are so bad, this could be the end of our business.
We can obtain jobs in the suburbs and lower our standard of living. We can do
without the responsibilities of owning a business and all that entails. We can
manage. We will not need welfare.

But the taxes the District collects will be lost. All of our years of endeavor will
be wasted. Our employees will probably need some financial assistance. Our cus-
tomers will lose the convenience and service they depend on.

To our way of thinking, this benefits no one and hurts many. Is this what is to
become of us after forty-four years in business, Is this what is to become of our
employes who have been responsible supporters of their families? Is the city to be
left an empty shell of families living on relief?

Citizens must be protected. Criminals must be jailed. The police must have the
men and the methods to do this. Businessmen must be able to obtain insurance.
We are willing to pay for it. Of all the groups now clamoring for help, how many
are offering to help themselves as we have done and hopefully will continue to do?

We and all the others in our predicament are watching our life’s work go down
the drain, along with our children’s education and our security.

ABRAHAM AND IDA WOLF.
HARVEY AND FREEDA WOLF.

[From The Washington Post, May 21, 1968]
S PERCENT OF $145,667 R10T FUNDS SPENT
(By Robert G. Kaiser)

Private contributors gave more than $145,667 to the Urban Coalition’s emer-
gency fund for victims of last month’s riot, but only $11,269.95, less than 8
percent, of that had been spent as of May 15.



