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He had no arrest record since being in Washington, until April 5, when he got
off work and went home and sat on the porch drinking beer and watched the peo-
ple milling about on the streets.

When he saw people carrying television sets and other items up the street, he
asked where they got the goods and was told they came from a nearby store.

“I saw others taking things, and I thought of the things my kids needed,” he
told the court. So he joined the looters but was arrested before he got anything.

“Would you have gone if you had been warned that looters would be arrested or
shot?” Burka asked.

“No sir,” Dodds replied. “People told me the police weren’t arresting anybody
and I thought it was all right since everybody else was doing it.”

He said he saw “lots of police around, but nobody was being arrested.”

DIDN'T EXPECT ARREST

The others sentenced yesterday also said they did not expect arrest. They also
said they went into the streets because everybody else was looting.

The others sentenced had good-paying jobs, unlike Dodds, with one making $4
an hour as a cement finisher. None of them graduated from high school.

Jessie J. Hinson Jr., 23, of the 500 block of Tth Street SE, a truckdriver charged
with attempted burglary IT and petty larceny, received a suspended 360-day jail
term and was placed on probation for two years.

He had one previous arrest for breaking and entering in Lancaster, S.C. in 1962
but no arrests since to came to Washington. He told the judge “I got with the
wrong crowd” during the rioting and was arrested. He is married and has two
children.

A. D. Huff, 36, of the 2100 block of 4th Street NE, had no arrest record. He told
Burka he completed the second grade before going to work on his father’s farm.
He has been in Washington eight years and works asa cement finisher.

He received 180 days for petty larceny and rioting, with the sentence suspended.
He was placed on probation for one year.

John H. Walker, 22, of the 3400 block of 14th Street NW, charged with at-
tempted burglary II and petty larceny after his arrest in a clothing store, received
a suspended 180-day sentence and was fined $100 and placed on probation for one
year.

Walker, a machine operator with a fifth-grade education and a native of Wash-
ington, was bailed out after his arrest by his employer who then wrote a letter
to the court in which he described Walker as “honest, trustworthy and a loral
employe.”

The letter stated, according to Burka, that Walker on numerous occasions had
been left alone in the plant with large sums of money and never took one cent.
His boss wanted him back on the job.

‘Walker said that when he entered the clothing store there were policemen two
doors away, but “I didn’t think about police. It never occurred to me that I
would be arrested.”

“How do you feel about what you did now?” Burka asked. Walker replied:
UBad'!!

Charles BE. Dean, 19, and Dempsey H. Bowie, 23, came to Washington from
Alabama years ago and live in the 500 block of 3rd Street NW, Both are employed
as cement workers earning 8£3.17 an hour and neither had an arrest record.

Dean completed the ninth grade and Bowie the seventh grade. They said they
“saw a bunch of other people walk out of the store” and then they were arrested.

Both were charged with attempted burglary II and received suspended 360-day
terms and were fined $100 each.

ONLY ONE GETS JAIL

Only one man received a straight jail term. He was James McDonald Carroll,
81, of the first block of Bryant Street NW. He was charged with carrying a pistol
without a permit.

He received 860 days in jail after Burka reviewed his conviction record, in-
cluding charges of petty larceny, assault and carrying a dangerous weapon.

A lifelong resident of Washington, Carroll is a laborer with a sixth-grade
education.

He claimed he had just bought a .22-caliber pistol from a youth on the street
when he was arrested. Police said they recovered the gun and 26 rounds of am-
munition. Carroll said he planned to take the gun home.



