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read here recently where many of the store owners in the District of
Columbia are being approached by militants and are required to pay
protection, somewhat comparable to the Al Capone period, in order
not to be looted, et cetera. This is a tragic thing of what is happening
here in the Nation’s Capital.

I have heard some are being required to buy portraits of this or that
of a particular variety. Others are demanding $500 in order to be
“protected” from shooting and rioting.

That is why I think it is incumbent upon us to try to bring some
order out of chaos and to protect not only the local citizens here, but
to protect the American people who, as taxpayers, have the right to
come in and visit their capital. Frankly, when we passed the so-called
civil rights bill it was for the protection of the civil rights of all of
the people or, at least, I am sure that the majority of the Congress
thought so. But, apparently, now that is not the way it is being
interpreted.

Mr. Stereer. Thank you.

DeN1AL oF Simirar REQUESTS

Mr. WaiTENER. Thank you very much, Mr. Watson. With reference
to your comment about the Baptist group having requested an oppor-
tunity to parade and to have a meeting or a rally, let me say that on
April 25 T requested permission of the Department of the Interior,
which is not within the purview of the District, for the Boy Scouts
to have a jamboree beside the Washington Monument, July 18, 19
and 20. And T have not received any reply yet. There has been a lot
of going back and forth between the Secretary of the Interior and the
Park Service. It seems that they are having real serious difficulty in
deciding whether these young fellows who have as the keystone of their
organization “God and country,” should have this privilege, while the
District Commissioner is telling us it is unconstitutional, and the privi-
lege should be denied them. I just wonder how we can reconcile this.

Mr. Warson. No one can reconcile it, Mr. Chairman. There are
people who are trying to delude and deceive the American people in
this regard. There is no way to reasonably reconcile the two positions.
Here are the Boy Scouts supporting “God and country,” who have
never made any announced intention to dislocate or to disrupt the
Nation, to turn it upside-down—one of the finest groups of youths in
the world, and yet they have to agonize over whether to grant them
a permit, and yet work it out for others where violence has followed
them wherever they have gone. The answer is obvious to any thinking
person. I hope that this committee will help Mayor Washington and
others. We realize their problems. I really deep down believe that they
would like to see this committee and the Congress get this monkey
off of their backs. Let us face up to it. And I think there is no way
to explain adequately to the American people as to why you would deny
or have any difficulty in deciding whether to grant a permit for an
encampment of Boy Scouts, but yet you go out here and work out an
encampment with the announced intention to disrupt the Government
which I understand has exceptions or renewals later on.

Mr. Warrener. This is another day. You will recall the men who
fought for their country, in uniform, in World War I, on the battle-



