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employees and another $2,500 to return the departing employee to his point of
hire in another state. Another cost of outside recruitment is about one million
dollars spent each year for those who continue on duty in Alaska but receive
reemployment leave, and travel benefits popularly known as home leave

HEALTH

‘What are the conditions of native health and how do they compare with the
National average? What is the significance of Alaska’s native health conditions
to the National image? “There seems little doubt that the principle health prob-
lem is the high morbidity and morality from .acute infectious disease among in-
fants and preschool children. Galstroenteritis, pneumonia and meningitis are the
principle killen accountino‘ for twontv-nino out of si> known deaths among
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Delta, Alaska by Robert Fortune, M.D.)

Based on the best figure available for 1965 the infant mortality in the area was
118 per 1000 live births, compaled with a U.S. Indian average of 42.9 (both
1963). More significant, perhaps, is the fact that the Delta area has an infant
mortality over twice th‘lt of Alaska natives as a whole. The postneonatal death
rate (28 days through 11 months) for the area a striking 96 per 1000, live
births, about fourteen times the national average and nearly four times the
Indian or Alaskan native rate. This figure portrays clear
role of infectious dis as a cause of infant deaths. Indeed o
deaths in the 0-4 year group in 196- 0
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